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AND SO IT WAS THAT TORONTO
EMBARKED ON 150 YEARS OF
USING PARKS AND RECREATION
TO BUILD SOCIAL COHESION. 
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Q UEEN EL IZABETH I I  O PE NS 
TH E MAPL E L EAF FLOR AL  
D I S P L AY A ND IN SPECTS GIRL  
G UIDE S A ND BOY SCOUTS, 
H IGH PAR K,  JU NE 29 , 1 959 .
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D OW N TOWN TO R O N TO , 
A S SEEN FROM  TO R O N TO 
ISL AND PAR K, 2 004 .

OUR MANDAT E

In 1998, seven municipal governments were amalgamated to become the new City of To r o n t o
turning a modest city into the fifth lar gest in North America with a front row seat at the world
stage. One regional and six local governments, each with its own history and style, were sub-
m e r g e d inside the new corporation. To harmonize efforts, Council mandated a planning process
to carry the city forward to 2010.

First, Council created the Strategic Plan.1 Then, in 2003 the City Planning Division drafted an
o fficial plan to shape the next 30 years of g r o w t h .2 The Official Plan is predicated on the belief
that by 2030 Toronto will have a population of three million (537,000 more residents and
5 44,000 more jobs than we have now), which can be accommodated gracefully if c h a n n e l l e d
a p p r o p r i a t e l y. The Official Plan marks those areas where growth should intensify, where it
should be moderately encouraged, those n e i g h b o u r h o o d s that should remain essentially as they
are now, and those places that need to be enhanced and protected.

Both strategy and plan envision Toronto as one of a few great world cities, battling for a leading
place in the new globalized economy. Many economists believe that major urban centres—such
a s London, New York, Chicago, Tokyo, Seoul—are the world’s real engines of growth. These cities
are Toronto’s new competitors. They are leaving behind the heavy industry that brought them
to world prominence, marketing instead their citizens’ skills and ideas, becoming what econo-
m i s t Richard Florida has called Creative Cities.3 Toronto, with its concentrations of i n t e r n a-
tional achievers in biomedicine, finance, law, film and television, professional sport, publishing,
theatre and music, and its fine institutions of higher learning, is right on the cusp of becoming
such a city, one of those places where the future wealth of the world will be made. 

To make the leap, we must hold on to our own best and brightest, while enticing the world’s t o
join us. Creative people follow opportunities wherever they are, but choose most often to live
a n d work in places which celebrate human diversity, in cities where the quality of life is b e s t .4

Q uality of life means parks, open space, vibrant cultural communities, strong architecture and fine
schools. As Council has recognized, that puts Toronto in a great competitive position: c u l t u r a l
diversity and quality of life are Toronto’s best features. 
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Perched on the edge of a great lake between historic rivers, Toronto’s varied neighbourhoods
were laid out under a leafy green canopy. It’s no accident that Toronto is now home to people
from almost every continent who speak more than 100 langua g e s .5 We have become one of t h e
most diverse places on earth while also retaining our unique physical character and identity.
This is bedrock we can build on. 

Toronto City Council’s Strategic Plan and the Official Plan aim To r o n t o at a future shaped b y
the quality of our ideas. The Economic Development Strategy, the Culture Plan, the Social
Development Strategy and the Environmental Plan set out particulars of how our civic aspi-
r ations m ay be achieved. All seek to break down barriers, to lift up the poor and eliminate dis-
t r e s s , to reduce pollution, to make our streets both beautiful and intriguing, to energize our
lives with the crackle of artistic excellence, to make Toronto a place where we can all enjoy
health and civility.

Parks and Recreation will be a frontline department in the development of Toronto’s qua l i t y
o f life over the coming 15 years. We are responsible for our common grounds—the urban forest
that enfolds us, the parks and public spaces that enliven us, the activities and skills that give
our children their first thrills and triumphs. We have prepared several drafts of our ideas and
presented them to stakeholders and individuals in the community over the past two years.6 ,7

The result is this Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan which sets out how, in our community
centres, parks and natural places, we can make Toronto its best self. 

R UGBY GAM E, 
SUNN YBR OOK  PA RK , 
2 0 0 4 .
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BEGINNINGS 

FIRST PARKS, THEN PROGRAMS 
A river starts in a trickle of water welling up out of a rock face, or in the slow drip of melting i c e
in a mountain pass. Streams wind together, carrying leaf and branch and small living t h i n g s ,
c a rving deep grooves across the landscape. A great city too starts small, gathering in all kinds
o f people from all sorts of places: a city shapes its setting, and is formed by it. The quality of
life in the city, like the quality of the water in the river, is determined by the streams that feed
it, and by the care its citizens take as stewards of the public sphere.

Modern Toronto started as the town of York in 1793. It was laid out close to a great body of
w a t e r, edged by marshes thrashing with birds and fish, shaded by a magnificent Great L a k e s
forest, rumpled by ravines, streams, and winding rivers which had carried a b o r i g i n a l t r a d e r s
for millennia. Within 50 years of its founding, the first settlers’ descendents, and newcomers
who had escaped slav e ry and civil war to the south, tried to make it more beautiful by creat-
ing the first park—set out beside the Don River. Within 100 years, waves of immigrants from
Europe were pouring off the trains, hoping to build a new life in a place of p r o s p e r i t y. They
were welcomed, gingerly, into a formerly British colony. The newcomers were poor: they had
d i fferent customs and beliefs. City Council hit upon a scheme to use recreation to assimilate
them peacefully into the city. It created the first free organized recreation program—for boys
only—in 1897.8

And so it was that Toronto embarked on 150 years of using parks and recreation to build social
cohesion and soothe frazzled spirits. The Parks Department (now called the Parks and
Recreation Division) took charge of the river of children flowing into Toronto, and then into
communities like Weston, West Hill, Mimico, Leaside, and Willowdale and the changing land-
scape they called home. 

With amalgamation in 1998, our responsibility burgeoned to encompass 7, 3 65 hectares of c o m-
m o n grounds including: 3,565 hectares of natural areas and open spaces; 1,470 large and small
groomed parks; the canopy of green shading neighbourhoods, streets and parks; three c o n s e r-
vatories; planted boulevards and horticultural displays throughout the city. We care for a n
urban forest of more than three million trees. We run programs out of 1 41 community centres
and 131 swimming pools for everyone from babies to seniors, managing events, teaching sports,
arts and crafts, grooming 839 sports fields, 756 tennis courts, 51 arenas, 126 ice pads, and even
using spaces in churches and storefronts, where community buildings aren’t available. We run
the ferries to and from the Toronto Islands. We operate golf courses and ski hills. We run day 

TOP: WENDIGO  CREE K, 
B LOOR  STREET WEST,  
1 9 2 2 .

B OT TO M: GR ENADIER  
PON D,  HIGH  PARK , 
2 0 0 4 .



camps and nature trails. We teach leadership skills to youth and hire them too, giving about
4, 0 0 09 young Torontonians a job every year, often their first and best. Our citizens dropped into
our facilities 3.3 million times in 2003, and our programs garnered 448,000 registrations.

Most Torontonians spend happy times in our parks. Our surveys tell us that over 50 per cent 
o f us go to the park at least once a week, and 340,000 people visit every day.1 0 Parks and
Recreation employs 1,576 permanent staff and 2,115 full-time equivalent employees who work
on a part-time basis. In all, about 6,500 people work for Parks and Recreation on any given day.

As the keepers of our common grounds, Parks and Recreation staff is the welcoming face 
o f the city.
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TOP: SWIMMING AT 
SUNN YSIDE PO OL,  19 45.  

CEN TRE L EFT: BOYS BE IN G 
TAK EN TO  SWIMMING SITE 
O N THE E LSIE, 1 91 7.

CEN TRE R IGHT: CH ILDREN  
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B OT TO M RIGH T: SWIMMING 
L E SSO N AT HIGH  PARK , 1 914 . 
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THE CREATIVE CITY 
BEGINS WITH HEALT H

A TALE OF TWO CRISES 
Until the 1990s, with the exception of the Great Depression, Toronto always found the money 
to keep up our common grounds, our beautiful parks and natural areas. But after a hard reces-
sion at the beginning of the last decade, all levels of government entered a long period of budget
c u t t i n g, forcing the City to let go thousands of talented people who’d made Toronto known as
New York Run By The Swiss, or, The City That Works. Amalgamation was supposed to sav e
money but as the City’s responsibilities grew with downloading and side loading, finances
shrank even more. The homeless overflowed from the shelters to the streets. They took up their
posts on our splendid boulevards and parks, built tent cities, camped under bridges and in the
ravines. For the first time, residents of the former City of Toronto had to pay for all recreational
programs. Just at the time when we should have been paying most attention to building the
future, we were struggling to manage our inheritance. Our parks succumbed to weeds, costly
shrubs and trees died, exotic species invaded our natural areas. There was litter every w h e r e
and everybody noticed.

But that wasn’t the worst of it. In 2003, Toronto’s Medical Officer of Health made it clear that 
parks and recreation are vital to city life. In her report titled “Call To Action” she declared that
the health of Torontonians is endangered—by inactive lifestyles. Her report gathered together
the work of m a ny others who’d pointed out that two thirds of Toronto’s residents don’t do
enough exercise to maintain health and stave off chronic illness, and that a plague of smog is
making children and old people sick with respiratory diseases. Toronto residents’ rates of
p hysical activity are significantly lower than those in the rest of the country, and among the
lowest of all the health units in the province. Toronto, the Medical Officer of Health found,
also has the highest barriers to participation.1 1

Over the last 50 years studies have shown conclusively that physically and socially active people
are generally healthy, while the inactive are prone to stroke, hypertension, coronary heart 
disease, type 2 diabetes, colon cancer, breast cancer and osteoporosis. 1 2 We’ve known since the
1 960s that exercise prevents and heals social ills as well as physical ones. Researchers hav e
shown that children and youth who are introduced in their earliest years to sports and vigorous
group play grow up to be adults who mingle happily with others—healthy adults and healthy
seniors who have joy in their years.1 3

TO P: CANOE IN G ON 
THE H UMBER R IVE R, 
C I R CA 1 90 0.

B OT TOM: CA NOEING  
AR OUND TO R O N TO  
ISLA ND, 20 04.  
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THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOUND THAT 
TO R O N TO HAS THE HIGHEST BARRIERS TO PA R T I C I PAT I O N .
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Inactivity is not just a Toronto problem: more than one third of C a n a da’s children are over-
weight because they don’t get enough vigorous exercise: more than one half o f these  kids are
obese and at risk of life threatening, and life shortening diseases. But in the Medical Officer of
Health’s opinion, several factors make things worse in Toronto. “There is tremendous concern
about the diminishing ability of Toronto’s public institutions and service systems to reduce 
or eliminate barriers to physical activity. The shifting of responsibilities for public education
and municipal service delivery, coupled with budget cuts and the amalgamation of large serv-
i c e systems...has resulted in reduced resources and opportunities for physical activity.” In
Toronto, the percentage of the inactive population increases with age until, by 65, more than
67 per cent of women and 55 per cent of men don’t do enough exercise to maintain optimum
h e a l t h .1 4 This is more than a quality of life issue—inactivity is a matter of life and death.

Inactivity is tightly associated with poverty.1 5 In 1999, 32 per cent of Toronto’s children lived
in families earning less than the Low Income Cutoff.1 6 By 2001, things had improved, though 
25 per cent of city residents still earned low incomes.1 7 M a ny of these families are led by single
wage earners without post seconda ry educations. But recent immigrants are often poor too,
even though the majority are extremely well educated. They arrive with few resources, isolated
by barriers of l a n g uage and custom, and it can take years before these families get on their 
economic feet. Little wonder, then, that immigrants have 50 per cent higher rates of i n a c t i v i t y
than others in the city.1 8 People with a disability too are sometimes poor. About three per cent
o f Toronto’s children, 10 per cent of adults and 40 per cent of seniors have a disability. Even
though they should and want to be active, 27 per cent of Toronto’s recreation facilities are over
40 years old, dating from a time when the needs of people with a disability were not met by
government agencies.1 9

The poor flow from one side of the city to the other in search of jobs and aff o r dable homes, b u t
Toronto’s parks and recreation centres don’t move with them. The poor, and people with a dis-
a b i l i t y, have less access to the facilities that all Torontonians are entitled to use, and that means
they have fewer opportunities to take care of themselves.  

The facts of these twin crises—low rates of p hysical activity and straitened financial circum-
s t a n c e—shaped our strategic plan. Studies of human development and behaviour show that
our children need to be active to reach their full potential.20 Our seniors need to keep moving to
s t ay healthy; since we can expect more than 17 per cent of our population to be over 65 in five
years, our economy depends on seniors staying healthy into their twilight years.21 Studies hav e
shown conclusively that youth who are physically active benefit socially and academically, yet
m a ny of our youth disappear from our parks and recreation programs when they turn 13.
Numerous task forces and summits have shown us what we must do22—youth themselves hav e
told us what to do. We must re-engage with youth, listen to them, provide programs that entice
them, train them to lead, and hire them—so they will become healthy, productive adults. 

WISE PRIORITIES
It is instructive to note how many new civic programs have Parks and Recreation components.
We do our share in 24 new initiatives.

 The Bike Plan
 The Call to Action on Physical Ac t i v i t y
 The Children’s Action Plan
 The Clean and Beautiful City Initiative
 The Community Safety Plan
 The Culture Plan

O UR  C OM M ON GR O UND S 1 7



TO P: SWIMMING 
L E SSONS AT TH E DON FRE E
B ATHING STATION, NORTH  OF
THE BLOOR  VIADUCT,  19 20.

B OT TOM: A RE CREATION PAT H ,
DON VA LL EY,  200 4.
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 The Economic Development Strategy
 The Environmental Plan
 The Five-Year Tourism Action Plan
 The Food and Hunger Action Committee
 The May o r’s Strategy to Promote Safety for Toronto Yo u t h
 The Official Plan
 The Parkland Acquisition Strategic Directions Report
 The Pesticide Reduction Policy and By-law
 The Ravine Protection By-law
 The Seniors’ Task Fo r c e
 The Smog Alert Plan
 The Social Development Strategy
 The Task Force on Community Access and Equity
 The Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Plan
 The Waste Diversion Task Fo r c e
 The Water Efficiency Plan
 The West Nile Virus Response Plan
 The Wet Weather Flow Management Master Plan

Just keeping track of these commitments is a full-time job. The city is beset by challenges. 
So we have to set priorities.

THE STRAT E GY
To enhance quality of life in the city:

Parks and Recreation must steward the environment around us. 

Parks and Recreation must promote and enhance the social and physical development
o f our children, and particularly our youth. 

Parks and Recreation must lead the way to lifelong physical activity among all of
Toronto’s communities.

VISION, MISSION, VA LUES, ROLES
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VISION, MISSION, VA LUES, ROLES

OUR VISION
Parks and Recreation’s vision is that Toronto will become known as the City within a Park.
Q uality of life starts with health, but for most of us it is also about savouring beauty in all its
forms—especially natural ones. What is more spectacular than a majestic maple tree in full
leaf, or a chapel architecture of living green connecting road to neighbourhood and neigh-
bourhood to park? Parks and Recreation’s vision is that Toronto will incorporate new neigh-
bourhoods along our broad thoroughfares, extending our urban forest until a continuous
greenscape envelops communities across the lakefront, and north to the Oak Ridges Moraine.
Toronto’s children and youth will be engaged in vigorous physical activity every day. Our sen-
iors and people with a disability will be too . The majority of Torontonians will live active lives
from their earliest days to their sunset years, connecting through Toronto’s varied recreational
facilities, its parks and pathw ay s .

This fits well with City Council’s direction. In 2002, Council declared its vision for Toronto:
c a r i n g, friendly, clean, green, sustainable, creative, aimed to succeed in a global economy
t h r o u g h i nvestment in quality of l i f e .23

OUR MISS I O N
Parks and Recreation will bring all of Toronto’s diverse communities together on our common 
grounds. We will provide a wide variety of leisure and recreational opportunities that welcome
e v e ryone. In our centres, parks and playing fields, we will help communities help themselves,
and encourage all Torontonians to become the best they can be. We will measure our success by
q ua l i t y, satisfaction and community development outcomes. Our parks, playing fields and
recreation centres, our trails, forests, meadows, marshes, and ravines, will be beautiful, clean,
safe, and accessible, meeting all our communities’ needs.

OUR VA LU E S
Parks and Recreation values: inclusion; respect; diversity; health; innovation; openness; excellence.

Our programs and services will be welcoming and accessible. We will accommodate special needs,
promote equity for all regardless of age, culture, ethnicity, language, gender or sexual orienta-
tion. We will create the kind of social climate in which everyone can flourish. We will use all
available means to inform residents about programs and services and respond to needs and 
concerns in an open, forthright and timely manner. We will support and honour achievement.



OUR ROLES
Parks and Recreation staff will be:

M e n t o r s : we will offer positive examples to all of the vital importance of active living.

H e l p e r s : our programs will reach out to communities and assist in the formation of
partnerships to solve problems.

E n a b l e r s : we will seek out those who might not know about what we have to offer and
overcome all barriers to provide residents with positive recreational experiences.

C o a c h e s : we will help individuals, teams, and communities reach their potential and
provide the best research available about fitness, well-being and care of the env i r o n m e n t .

P a r t n e r s : we will encourage the active involvement of volunteers in parks and recre-
ation. We will work with community groups, businesses, officials,  unions, school boards,
public agencies, non-governmental organizations and individua l s .

E n t r e p r e n e u r s : we will secure necessary resources from all available sources includ-
ing other levels of government, foundations, the private sector.

S tew a r d s : we will manage the assets we have inherited so that they may be passed on in
prime condition to our descendents.

Tr a i l b l a z e r s : we will expand leadership training programs for staff and residents,
acknowledge our innovators, and take our place again at the leading edge of m u n i c i p a l
parks and recreation services in the world.

O UR  C OM M ON GR O UND S 2 1
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G R OWING THE GREEN CA N O P Y

A FOREST STORY: CIRCLING BACK TO NAT U R E
In 1793, Toronto’s settlers found themselves in an overwhelming green world. Mrs. Simcoe’s 
diaries speak eloquently of the sound of the wind sighing through 180 foot high white pines.
The only clearings in the vast forest were oak savannahs, dotted by grasses, shrubs and wild-
flowers they’d never seen before. The settlers hacked and sawed their way through until, in
less than 100 years, the forest was beaten back to woodlots, hedgerows, ravines and marshes
skirting the mouths of rivers and creeks. They tried to make the revealed landscape more
familiar by planting trees, shrubs and flowers from overseas, species which soon escaped into
the wild where many did very well, having no natural enemies. 

Toronto’s first parks were unnatural green spaces, but parts of the forest were managed too. For
more than a thousand years, aboriginal peoples had used controlled burns to make small, fer-
t i l e clearings for their shifting farms, leaving a different mix of tree and shrub behind as they
moved on. Riverdale was Toronto’s first park (1856) and the biggest, eventually covering 44
hectares. By 1900, it also included Toronto’s zoo and main playing fields. Island Park, set out on
land given to the City by the Dominion g overnment in 1867, was built on reclaimed marsh and
shallow lagoons which were filled in with garbage and street sweepings and covered by fine
sweeps of lawn. John G. Howard deeded 67 hectares of land to create High Park in 1873: Council
didn’t really want it because it was outside Toronto’s bounda ry and inaccessible to most, but
the City kept adding land until High Park swelled to 162 hectares. Howard wanted to keep it as
forest, which suited the City because it had no money to do anything more. But it w a s n ’ t u n t i l
1909 that others began to say that Toronto’s natural landscape was worth protecting. It was t h e
Toronto Guild of Civic Art, a citizens’ group, which pushed this radical idea on a reluctant
C o u n c i l .24

The Guild drew up a plan to save Toronto’s valley lands. Their idea was to make Toronto “not 
just a beautiful city, beautiful in a conventional way, after the model of some other city, but to
bring out its own beauty. It is character in a town that makes the dwellers in it love it. To r o n t o
should bring to the minds of those who live in it something which is lovely and pleasant in its
own way; so that, when we have been aw ay and are returning homewards, we may feel that,
though it is good to see other cities we are glad to get back to To r o n t o .” 25

Instead of adopting this plan, which would have started us down the path to being known as
the City within a Park 100 years ago, City Council focused on acquiring land for small neigh-
borhood parks and playgrounds. Parkland acquisition mainly went hand in glove with devel-

TOP: 
O LD MIL L BRIDGE 
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K E ATING CHANNEL
ON THE LOWER DON 
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opment—such as alongside the roads built to service private lands along the Humber R i v e r, or
through the ravines of R o s e dale. The city was interested in a certain kind of n a t u r a l b e a u t y, but
much more interested in infrastructure. And what good was a marsh in a city, other than to breed
m o s q u i t o e s ? So Ashbridges Bay, 520 hectares of marsh and sand and shallows, was turned into
a port and industrial lands, destroying the largest wetland in eastern Canada, creating in its
place the brown fields we will reclaim in the Waterfront Revitalization Project.2 6

It wasn’t until World War II that Torontonians decided it was important to save the green belt
that still stretched from Niagara to the Oak Ridges Moraine. Toronto’s 1943 Master Plan called
for a conservation region in a kind of U that joined the Don and the Humber Rivers and pro-
tected their streams. But it was the creation of Metropolitan Toronto in 1953 that put park
planning on a large scale. Metro established a 2,700 hectare park system built around To r o n t o ’ s
river valleys.2 7 These regional parks were conceived as large, green oases, as extensive, natural
green space, rather than intensively groomed parks. First Metro Parks Commissioner To m my
Thompson’s idea was to preserv e t h e natural, not reshape it. Torontonians had finally come to
see nature as a place of refuge from the high stresses of an urban env i r o n m e n t.2 8

These regional parks were meant to provide a taste of wilderness and teach people about nature
and conservation. Lands were acquired around the lower and middle Humber and Don, in
Highland Creek’s valleys, on the Toronto Islands, in Vaughan Township, and then around the
upper reaches of the Humber and Rouge Rivers. In 1954, after Hurricane Hazel killed 81 and
caused $25 million in property damage in the Toronto region,29 Metro Chairman Frederick
Gardiner decided low-lying areas should not be redeveloped but used instead as regional parks.
In 1965, Metro and the Federation of Ontario Naturalists created Canada ’ s first urban wild-
f l o w e r reserve at James Garden. But even as these “natural” parks were being created, the lake-
f r o n t was still being filled in to expand the port and the city.3 0

In the 1970s, citizen activists began to demand the greening of Toronto, including protection
o f the ravines from development, leaving dead trees in place to make habitat for other life, the
use of native shrubs to prevent erosion, the return of streams and marshes to their natural
state instead of being straightened with concrete corsets. Over the next 20 years, as areas of
local, provincial and national environmental significance were identified, reasons for restor-
ing the natural green cover expanded as it was demonstrated that the native forest, meadows
and wetlands give better protection from air pollution, water pollution, and global warming
than any technology humankind ever devised.3 1

After amalgamation in 1998, the circle was complete. Controlled burns were back, used to
rejuvenate native oak savannahs, and to assist in control of i nvasive exotic plan ts. Once again,
wild blue lupines, native grasses and thousands of young oaks could be found in the clearings

A B OVE FAR L EFT: 
GR ENADIER  PO ND, 
HIGH  PARK , 1 939 . 

A B OVE CEN TR E:
GR ENADIER  PO ND 
WITH CON CRETE 
SHOR EL IN E, 1 993 . 

A B OVE R IG HT: 
GR ENADIER  POND 
WITH NAT U R A L I Z E D
SHOR EL IN E, 1 995 .

OPPOSITE CENTR E: 
ASH BR IDG ES BAY,  
AS IT  ON CE WAS, 
C I R CA 1 91 3.

OPPOSITE BOT TOM:  
THE M ARTIN G OODMA N 
TRA IL,  PA SSING 
THR OUGH  THE POR T 
LA NDS, 2 004 .
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of the restored forest in High Park. Thousands of volun-
teers planted native species throughout Toronto. The fed-
e r a l and provincial governments set aside the Rouge Park
as the largest urban wilderness park in North America,
spanning 4,000 hectares from Lake Ontario to the Oak
Ridges Moraine. With amalgamation, Toronto’s park sys-
t e m expanded to include all of Metro’s parklands, which
had grown to 4,680 hectares of trees, shrubs and flowers.3 2

Toronto now has the potential to create a unique urban
forest that is both host to and hosted by a great city.
But that could slip aw ay.

OUR GREEN TREASURES
The trees set into Toronto’s streets alone are worth
almost $2 billion. The city’s entire green commons rep-
resents an investment of billions more in land, and mil-
lions of hours of design, labour and care over more than
150 years. We have fashioned beautiful settings that are
their own reward. Our ravines and our shaded streets
increase property values and are inviting to tourists. Our
ancient spreading deciduous trees support all sorts of
animal life, but perhaps most important, they lift human
spirits bowed down by huge buildings of concrete, metal
and glass, and roaring freeways. There are many studies
to show that human beings need to be in touch with
nature in order to be healthy, that just looking at a tree
is therapeutic—one study demonstrated that patients in
hospital who could see trees outside their windows
recovered faster than those who only saw brick.3 3 A tree
can also help bring a community together.

Compared to the value of our green assets, the net budget
o f $80 million a year we spend on parks, horticulture
and forestry is very small.

WORKING WITH NAT U R E
Torontonians place a very high value on our groomed
and natural green spaces, our streetscape and parks, and
our forests, meadows, marshes and ravines. Thirteen per
cent of Toronto’s area is parkland. About 42 per cent, or
3 , 5 65 hectares, is ungroomed, and is supposed to be self-
sustaining. But our natural green spaces are under stress.
The ravines have been invaded by a host of i nv a s i v e
species which destroy the native woodland ground cover.
This has resulted in dramatic erosion and slope failures. 

ASHBRIDGES BAY, 520 HECTARES 
OF MARSH AND SAND AND SHALLOW S ,
WAS TURNED INTO A PORT AND 
INDUSTRIAL LANDS, DESTROYING 
THE LARGEST WETLAND IN EASTERN
CA N A DA .
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We’ve tried to keep up with volunteer help. Sixty natural environment groups work with us.
We are helped by 5,000 volunteers who have planted 40,000 native trees, shrubs, grasses and
flowers each year for the last five years. We have volunteer groups watching over 15 locations
o f great environmental significance. We think that involving volunteers in our parks and nat-
ural spaces builds community pride, a sense of ownership of the community’s assets, and
teaches everyone more about the environment. Our volunteers should be honoured and
e n c o u r a g e d. But directing their work calls for a high degree of organization on our part;
working with nature is a full time job.

THE WORKING TREE
Urban trees work for their living—they provide oxygen, reduce heating and cooling costs, soak
up storm water run-off, reducing the cost of water treatment, and native trees reduce erosion
and improve water qua l i t y. They also filter out particulates in the air that cause respiratory
distress, including particles of soot so tiny (under 2.5 microns in diameter) they can’t be seen
but still cause 1,000 premature deaths and 5,500 hospitalizations a year in To r o n t o.3 4 T h e
Ontario Medical Association calculates air pollution induced illness costs the province $1 
billion a year.3 5

And then there’s the economic value trees create. As the San Francisco based Trust for Public
L a n d has noted, trees and green space increase property values in cities and generate a sense of
comm u n i t y. A recent Trust report described the work of one scholar who reviewed the American
literature on the contributions of parks and open space to property values. The scholar found
that 20 out of 25 papers reported an increase. Increased property values also mean additional
property taxes “sufficient to pay the annual debt charges on the bonds used to finance the
park’s acquisition and development.” Another study the Trust cites documents the revitaliza-
tion of a degraded area of New York, infamously known as Needle Park. After it was reclaimed
and refurbished, commercial rents around Bryant Park, as it is properly known, increased
from 115 to 225 per cent in 10 years. In other words, in the long run, trees, green space and parks
will pay for themselves many times over.36

The US Forest Service has calculated what trees are worth in terms of pollution abatement.
Over a 50 year lifespan, the average tree makes: $31,250 worth of oxygen; $62,000 worth of
air pollution control; recycles $37,500 worth of w a t e r; controls $31,250 worth of soil erosion.3 7

 More trees mean more beauty and a better quality of l i f e .

 More trees mean fewer children and seniors will suffer from respiratory distress.

 More trees mean fewer smog alerts and loss of productivity from forced industrial
and municipal shut downs.

 More trees can help soothe neighbourhoods locked in strife.3 8

 More trees mean less power consumption on hot days and nights, more of w h i c h
are coming with global warming.

 More trees are an important part of the infrastructure of our common grounds. 

TO P: 
HIGH  PARK ’S 
" G R E AT WHITE OA K",  
1 9 8 3 .

B OT TOM: 
TREE  STU MP IN  
TRINITY BEL LWOO DS 
PARK , 2 004 .
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LARGE AREAS OF THE CITY HAVE TREES THAT WILL  REACH MATURITY AT THE 
SAME TIME. MANY ALREADY HAVE AND ARE BEGINNING TO DIE.
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A ST REE TSCAPE IN T HE FO RMER  
S CARB OR OUGH , 2 00 4 .
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GL EN R OUGE CAMPGRO UND,  
RO UGE PARK , 2 0 04 .

THE URBAN FO R E S T



There are more than seven million trees in Toronto, more than two for every resident. About
three million are owned by the City. Some 2.5 million city trees are in our parks and natural
areas. There are 500,000 set out along our streets. But large areas of the city have trees that will
reach maturity at the same time. Many already have, and are beginning to die.

The City’s Official Plan calls for an increase in tree cover throughout the city over the next 30 
years. Currently, about 17 per cent of our land area is covered. Urban foresters in Canada and
the US recommend that urban areas need 30 to 40 per cent tree cover in order for the forest to
be sustainable. A tree needs about 50 years to reach maturity, but trees planted within our city
sidewalks live on average only about five years. We need to support them with the right conditions
to increase their lifespan. Their roots have no room to spread; they are assaulted every winter
by road salt; the soil around them is heavily compacted. Currently we average about 80 trees
along a kilometre of r o a d. We need to increase that to 120 trees per kilometre over 30 years. We
believe this objective can be reached. 

We currently plant 7,500 trees a year along our streets, and in our parks, along with about
15,000 to 20,000 young trees planted through our Tree Advocacy Program. Council has
appointed a Tree Advocate (Councillor Joe Pantalone) and added a much needed $750,000 a
year to the capital budget to fund the work. No other city has a program like it. We have also
developed a watering communication plan to inform residents, volunteers, and Business
Improvement Areas about what to do to protect and grow these trees, to make sure they sur-
vive in times of d r o u g h t .

Our tree maintenance service prunes city trees, removes dead wood, inspects for and controls 
forest disease and insect infestations.  We were tested in 2003 and not found wanting by a major
outbreak of a dangerous exotic species—the Asian long-horned beetle. With free trade and the
onset of global warming, we expect the arrival of m a ny pests from other climes, against which
our native plants will have few defences. The emerald ash borer already infests trees in Windsor.
I f it hits Toronto, we will lose six to seven per cent of the trees in the canopy. 

C u r r e n t l y, we answer 91,000 calls a year for forestry services. Our response time ranges from 
three months to 18 months. We want that delay in service sharply reduced.

As part of our Strategic Plan we propose the creation of a continuous expanse of tree cover, a
greenscape to connect all the oases of green from one side of the city to the other, returning
large areas of Toronto to what it once was—a magnificent, complex, forest ecosystem—to
enhance the quality of life in the city.

TO P: NATURE  STU DY
UNDER  THE OA KS OF THE 
HUMBER  VAL LEY  WITH  
P R O F E SSOR C.D. H OW E ,
1 9 1 0 .

B OT TOM: VO LUN TE ERS 
PLA NTING NAT I V E
SPECIES ALONG  THE 
DON VA LL EY,  200 2.
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5,000 VO LUNTEERS HAVE PLANTED 40,000 NATIVE TREES, SHRUBS, 
G R A SSES AND FLOWERS EACH YEAR FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS. 
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SLIPPING DOWN THE DEFORESTED SLO P E
In 1990, the old City of Toronto encompassed 97 square kilometres of land and spent $12.71 
per capita per year on forestry. The average staff person was responsible for maintaining the
trees on 0.8 square kilometres. Since amalgamation,  Parks and Recreation cares for trees across
an area of 634 square kilometres. The average staff person is now responsible for the trees in
3.52 square kilometres, more than four times greater than before. In 2004, the City’s expenditure
on Toronto’s urban forestry was $6.20 per capita per year. Staff must manage four times the
land with half the resources of 1990. This is a recipe for failure. Instead of moving forw a r d, we
h ave fallen back.

In the same period, our US competitors, particularly Chicago, invested heavily in green assets. 
Chicago believes a beautiful, pristine green commons is a spur to economic development, raises
property values, and entices tourists. Anyone who has visited Chicago recently can see that its
green commitment has changed the whole flavour of the town. Even smaller cities in the US
spend more on urban forestry than we do.

 Detroit spends $13.00 US per capita.

 Milwaukee spends $15.13 US per capita.

 Minneapolis spends $18.21 US per capita.

0 . 8k m2

3 . 5k m2

S TAFF MUST MANAGE 
FOUR TIMES THE LAND 
WITH HALF THE RESOURCES 
OF 1990. 



THE AV E R AGE LIFESPAN OF OUR SIDEWALK TREES IS ONLY FIVE YEARS.

STRE ET MEDIAN 
AT K IN GSTON  ROA D 
A ND EGL IN TON  
AVENUE,  200 4.  
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AN ECO-FAN CLUB WILL ENGAGE THE PUBLIC. 
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R E C O M M E N DAT I O N S :
1 . Implement an Urban Fo r e s t ry Management Plan over the next 10 years to create the
framework to increase Toronto’s current tree canopy coverage of 17 per cent to 30 to 40
per cent. 

2 . Increase our annual tree planting by 16,000 trees per year. 

3 . Increase the average lifespan of our sidewalk trees from five to 20 years by improving
tree planting conditions. We need to coordinate w ith other municipal departments to
ensure soil and water conditions are adequate and secured.

4 . Establish a permanent interdepartmental Tree Committee to coordinate the extension of
our greenscape and management of the urban forest. It should include representatives of
Urban Development Services, Parks and Recreation and Works and Emergency Serv i c e s .

5 . Implement an ecological restoration and preservation program for our natural and
e nvironmentally sensitive lan ds that supports the Natural Heritage Strategy and the
Parkland Naturalization Program. This program should include: erosion protection
through the planting of native trees, shrubs, flowers and grasses; elimination of u n s a f e
p a t hw ays by converting them to sustainable natural trails for hiking and mountain 
b i k i n g; control of destructive invasive species. 

6 . Establish an Eco-Fan Club to engage and educate the public. This should include:
interpretive signs; tours; outreach to schools and community groups; promotion of
volunteerism in the protection of natural areas; support for special events like clean-up
days and Trees Across Toronto; partnership with Toronto’s natural environment groups;
and should be related to the protection of unique aspects of Toronto’s ecosystem.

7 . Improve nature with technology through the roll-out of mobile computers so staff
can keep track of the urban forest.

8 . Reduce the forestry service order backlog to three to six months to properly sustain
the existing trees in streets and parks.

VO LUNTEE RS PLA NTING
N ATIVE SPECIES 
AT CH AR LES SAUR IOL
C O N S E R VATION  
R ESERVE,  DON VA LL EY 
N ORTH,  20 01.
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L A N D S CAPE IS CULT U R E
Parks are groomed green spaces where all our cultural threads are woven together, where
f a milies picnic; where children navigate slides and sandboxes and make their first friends;
where adults run, dogs chase, and new communities meet old. Half o f Toronto’s residents go
to a park at least once a week.3 9

The way we shape the greenery of the city, the way we use living things to frame our buildings
and roads, the way we conceive of parks has evolved like a language, like any other aspect of
a human society. “Landscape,” as the innovative landscape architect Peter Latz recently
explained in the New York T i m es Magazine, “is not the opposite of the town. Landscape is cul-
t u r e .” Toronto’s parks are as important to building the quality of life as our major institutions
for music, theatre or visual art. It is the evocative presentation of Toronto’s diverse cultures
through parks and plantings that will draw the world’s attention, not our capacity to make a
pretty green space that mimics a London square. We want to invent our own Tu i l e r i es.

Our Strategic Plan aims at reinventing our parks. As Toronto’s first park planners knew, our
g e o g r a p hy, history and ecosystems are unique. But our parks should also reflect our cultural
diversity. Our Plan calls for creating them anew, while promoting the maintenance of our parks
as a shared responsibility. We will advocate that all residents are keepers of our common grounds,
and use the restoration and creation of parks as another way to engage youth.

Our parks are a strategic advantage. We are not only one of the most diverse cities in the world,
we are also one of the greenest. We have 3.19 hectares of parkland per 1,000 people. This is much
better than our US competition: Chicago only has 1.23 hectares of parkland per 1,000 people,
including its public shoreline. We are infinitely better off than most major Asian cities where
parks are often tiny perfect spaces but few and far between. Many of our parks also contain
community gardening plots where apartment and condominium dwellers can get in touch with
the soil and grow food for their families.

But it’s not just the space that matters: quality of life depends on what you do with it. Parks
and Recreation staf f is responsible for the beauty of Toronto’s main boulevards, and the devel-
opment of truly innovative parks such as the Music Garden on the waterfront and the great
rock park erupting in the heart of Yorkville. These parks are destinations for tourists and our
own residents. Over the last decade, there has been an explosion of interest in all kinds of g a r-
dening among older residents of the city. As the demographer David Foot reminds us, as a greater
proportion of our population reaches their golden years, this trend will only intensify.4 0 T h e
r e i nvention of our parks will capitalize on this interest.

TO P :
P R O F E SSOR  C.D. H OWE 
L EADS A  UNIVERSITY 
O F TO R O N TO BOTAN Y 
C L A SS, SPRING  CREEK , 
H IGH PAR K, 191 0.

B OT TO M :
A LEX WIL SON 
PAR K COM MUNITY 
GA RDEN O N 
Q UEEN STRE ET 
WEST,  200 4.

O UR  C OM M ON GR O UND S 3 7



Which all sounds wonderful until we measure what we do now against what we once did.

While we may have more green parks than the average US competition, we are 13th on a list of
Canadian cities.41 The number of flowers we plant each year is down 50  per cent from our peak
in the early 1990s. Budget reductions between 1992 and 2002 didn’t just shrink our employment
roll, they also devastated our horticultural infrastructure, so carefully built over 150 years.
Perennials and shrubs need the hands of human helpers to stay healthy. As we lost 45 to 50 per
cent of our summer service capacity, we also lost flowering shrubs, grasses, roses, rhododendron
bushes: this is a spectacular waste of money and effort. The mandated end to the use of p e s t i c i d e s
has increased the problem. Pesticide-free parks need many more hands to stay ahead of w e e d s .
As a survey of the US National Association of Realtors shows, while many will pay more to live
close to a park, “the parks must be well maintained and secure.  A park that is dangerous and ill
kept is likely to hurt the value of nearby homes.”42

We want to increase the amount of park space available on foot to our residents. In some places 
in the city, people have a long way to go to reach one. We want our children to be able to walk
no more than a few hundred yards to get to a safe play g r o u n d, without having to cross a busy
street. We need to set aside parkland and playing fields for new communities, develop parks in
areas that are not well-serv e d, and recreate the parks we hav e .

We want to take Toronto’s parks to a whole new level: but first we have to return to proper 
m a i n t e n a n c e .

FUZZY BORDERS:
Protecting Every b o d y’s Front Ya r d
Our Strategic Plan envisions integrating our parks and trails with existing neighbourhoods—
linking them together as an integral part of a city-wide greenscape. This will require us to step
up our program to reduce private encroachment on public space. 

At present, we have only one full-time employee to deal with 2,500 known encroachments.

When parks go unattended by staff, others take them over. People sleeping overnight on park
benches, or leaving their garbage behind, limit public access and enjoyment of areas that
belong to us all. An unkempt park suggests that no one really cares for this space and inv i t e s
others to behave heedlessly too. As New York City can attest, it’s small eyesores left to fester
that become major social infections, turning the parks from places loved to places feared.
Garbage has been piling up in our parks: more than 40 per cent of what we find strewn in our
parklands is household waste.

We have to take charge of the green commons again—before it’s too late.

LIFE UNDER GLASS
Even before amalgamation, Toronto City Council identified horticulture as a way to boost
tourism by making Toronto a beautiful destination. Our Strategic Plan calls for us to be beau-
tiful and distinctive. The 950,000 plants set out in our parks in 2003 were produced in two
greenhouse complexes. We provide year round seasonal displays of exotic plants at Allan
Gardens and Centennial Park conservatories where five major floral shows are staged each
y e a r. We also mark holidays and the changing seasons as well as contributing displays and
exhibitions to major festivals. Our Riverlea Greenhouse offers 145 indoor plots to residents and
is extremely popular—there is always a waiting list. In other words, we have the capacity to
change the way our parks and boulevards look through creative horticulture.
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PLANT HEALT H CA R E
Plant science improves methods of maintaining parks, playing fields and horticultural displays 
while reducing environmental hazards. Applied plant healthcare science should provide 
e nvironmentally friendly parklands while reducing the impact of pests. The use of the best
plant science is essential given the passage of the Pesticide By-law. However, we have only one
full-time employee working on program development and staff training. We need to inv e s t
more in plant healthcare training so we can teach our field staff new methods and use plant
healthcare science across the whole city.

R E C O M M E N DAT I O N S :
Parks and Recreation should: 

9 . Promote the protection of public parks as everyone’s front yard.

1 0 . Implement a Parks Renaissance Program to be phased in over five years. 

Components should include:

 Tu r f Improvement: cutting grass eight more times per year; seeding, top dressing
and fertilization; aeration; irrigation system installation; integrated pest manage-
ment in every park.

 Our Uncommon Gardens: renovating existing garden beds; enhancing City Hall’s
and other significant municipal buildings’ displays; reinventing our feature gardens;
adding new beds over five years.

 Heal the Eyesores: clean up graffiti; fix the broken windows, benches, field houses,
picnic tables, benches, playgrounds and pathw ay s .

 Pick It Up: continue installation of new environmentally friendly garbage cans for
waste collection and recycling, with resources to empty them, and educate the
community about their proper use.

 Keep It Running: replace worn forestry vehicles, grass cutting and other equipment
as required to maintain serv i c e .

WE WANT TO TAKE TO R O N TO’S PARKS TO 
A WHOLE NEW LEVEL:  BUT FIRST WE HAVE TO
RETURN TO PROPER MAINTENANCE.

TOP L EFT:
CEN TENNIAL  PA R K
C O N S E R VATOR Y, 2 004 .

TOP RIG HT: 
ME DIA N PLA NTINGS, 
UN IVER SITY AVEN UE, 
2 0 0 4 .



1 1 . Lead green action through organizing the work of parks volunteers to ensure 
community engagement.

1 2 . Develop a new Dogs In Parks strategy.

1 3 . Develop a World Parks Program to celebrate Toronto’s cultural diversity through 
the redesign of our parks. We plan to remake eight parks per year with multicultural
themes, phased in over five years. 

1 4 . Prepare a Parks Master Plan for spring 2005 to guide the renaissance of our parks and
trails across the city. We have great landscape designers: we should let them shine.

1 5 . Institute a Trailblazers Program, involving improvement and expansion of our trail
system, and the provision of interpretive and directional signage, guidence for users with
a disability, and appropriate lighting, for the pleasure and safety of trail and park users.

1 6 . Create a Park Ranger Program, with rangers in every ward who will promote and
protect Toronto’s green assets—a defining aspect of the city for tourists and residents.

17. Start a Life Gardens Program to promote gardening as a healthy activity which brings
forth bounty and beautifies the city. Components should include: year round children’s
gardens, and support for community gardens and related programming in our parks ands
c o n s e rvatories across To r o n t o .

1 8 . Create a ParksArt Program with Toronto Culture involving artful horticulture in parks
as part of the Public Art Program.

1 9 . Initiate a professional gardener certificate program through our community gardens
and greenhouses, aimed at disadvantaged youth.

2 0 . Pioneer a Natural Areas, Fo r e s t ry and Parks Apprenticeship Program and a Yo u t h
Interpretive Program. Hire 60 students per year to educate youth on careers in theses
areas and to raise awareness of the vital importance of nature. Enter into discussions with
Local 416 to develop a forestry and park apprenticeship program agreement to raise
awareness of career opportunities within Parks and Recreation, and undertake a program
to educate students on careers in environmental related fields such as forestry, parks 
and naturalization.

RIGH T: 
A L LOTME NT GAR DE N, 
HIGH  PARK , CIRCA  200 0.

OPPOSITE: 
HIGH  PARK , 2 004 .
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SPORT AND RECREAT I O N

4 2 PA RK S  A ND  R EC RE AT IO N S T RAT EG I C P LA N

L E F T :
HIL LSIDE GA RDENS, 
HIG H PARK , 1 913 .

A B OV E :
TO B O G GA N RUNS,  
HIG H PARK , 1 919 .

O P P O S I T E :
ASH BR IDG ES BAY,  
VOL LEYBAL L  SU NDAY ,
2 0 0 4 .
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TURNING HISTORY ON ITS HEAD
In Ju l y, 1897, Toronto City Council voted to spend no more than six dollars every day to hire
tugs to “convey the boys of the city across the channel, free of charge, in order that they may
be enabled to bathe in safe waters.”4 3 Council also hired men to watch over other popular
swimming places, including the Don River. Soon ferries were sailing from three wharves and
there was free supervised swimming at the foot of Roncesvalles and Woodbine Avenues too.
Between 1896 and 1905 the population of Toronto doubled, and it doubled again by 1914.
Between 1902 and 1921 the population of children under 15 had tripled to 139, 75 7. Most new-
comers settled in the dense squalor of the downtown. Poor children had no place to go. The
police threatened them with jail and worse for playing softball on the streets, so Council
o ffered free, safe swimming.44

The development of Toronto’s recreation facilities did not go forward for the sake of c h i l d r e n
alone, but to safeguard the larger community. The idea was, the children will learn in super-
vised play what is expected of them. Taking charge of children’s play was seen to be in the public
interest and a matter of civic responsibility.

By 1908 the City’s board of education had set up five supervised playgrounds—the first in
C a n a da created by any public agency. In 1913 the Parks Department created a Playgrounds and
Recreation Branch and the McCormick Centre had a winter program. At the turn of the 20th
c e n t u ry there were only two public skating rinks: by 1912, the Parks Department ran 43. By
1 920, the City operated more playgrounds on school yards than the Board did. By then too, the
popular beaches were marked and staffed with lifeguards and the Parks Department ran
Toronto’s first summer swim program at Carlton Public School in 1922. This was the beginning
o f a long and fruitful relationship between Parks and Recreation and the Toronto District
School Board.

In 1931, the two agencies, Parks and the School Board, together ran 84 summer play g r o u n d s ,
a n d the number of recreation centres set up in schools, rented halls or dedicated buildin gs had
climbed to 60. These centres drew 2, 0 6 4, 050 visits from children. By 1934, the City ran 72 skat-
ing rinks, 64 hockey rinks, 17 children’s slides and eight toboggan runs. Rinks on school prop-
erty were maintained by both the City and the Board. The Toronto Public Library offered the
first year-round indoor recreation programs for children, which helped turn out generation
after generation of avid readers and library supporters. The renowned artist, Arthur Lismer,
g ave art lessons at The Art Gallery of Ontario on Saturdays. Reading, painting, arts and crafts
joined swimming and organized team sports as means to shape the young bodies and minds.4 5

In the Great Depression budgets shrank along with the tax base. The playground budget
declined 27 per cent and the Library didn’t build again until 1949. Squabbling between City
Council, the Library Board and the school trustees became a routine fact of civic life. 

But Torontonians had come to see their playgrounds and playing fields, libraries, swimming
pools and art centres as basic ingredients for a decent quality of life. Everyone understood that
recreation and sport shape human potential and forge a commonality of purpose from which
e v e ryone benefits. After WWII, this accumulation of social capital accelerated. Parks and
Recreation’s programs remained intertwined with the public schools.4 6

By 1998, the whole meaning of integration had long since changed completely. No one wanted
new Torontonians to strip off their cultures and customs like old clothes: integration meant
c o n t i n ually remaking Toronto as a place of cultural diversity. Parks and Recreation staff h a d
learned to make existing facilities fit the needs of the always changing ethnic communities
moving in and out of old neighbourhoods. 

TO P: 
AR TIFICIAL  ICE 
RINK  AT CHR ISTIE 
PITS,  20 03.

B OT TO M :
ICE GAL AXY  AT
S CARBOR OUGH  
CENTENN IAL 
R E C R E ATION 
CENTR E, 2 004 .

4 4 PA R K S A ND  R E CR E AT I ON  ST R AT E GI C  PLA N



O UR  C OM M ON GR O UND S 4 5



OUR FACILITIES ARE WORTH OVER $6 BILLION... OUR BAC K LOG TO BRING THEM UP 
TO STA N DARD IS $201,193,295, OR $40 MILLION A YEAR FOR THE NEXT 10 YEARS. 
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But amalgamation, followed by downloading and side loading created a new kind of integration
problem. For the first time, the provincial government’s new education funding formula left n o
room to permit inexpensive community use of school facilities. Parks and Recreation had to
pay for the use of school space and equipment, and had to ask in turn for payment for programs.
City Council decided recreation centres near areas with a large population earning less than
the Low Income Cut Off should be designated as Priority Centres where all recreation programs
are free. It also created the Welcome Policy so that families in need, but far from Priority Centres,
could apply for free entry to programs. Many Torontonians, especially older ones, found being
asked to prove their need demeaning.

Poverty had also become a moving target. Whereas once poor neighborhoods were located n e a r
downtown, poor families had moved east, west and north, from low rise neighborhoods to high
rises in the suburbs, often without even rudimentary sports or recreation facilities nearby.47, 48

In some suburban areas, regional recreational facilities were the norm, rather than the neigh-
bourhood facilities downtown. They were convenient for families with cars, but not for people
using public transportation, especially for children.

Some areas of the city resented being labeled as poor. Thus, though there are intense pockets
o f poverty in the former Scarborough, for example, there is only one Priority Centre. In addition,
Parks and Recreation had to limit its swim programs in schools after the Toronto District
School Board requested $10.6 million49 in fees for their use.

We didn’t even have enough money to staff front desks in all of our community centres.
Newcomers have difficulty knowing who to ask about services and programs in those centres
which have no front desk.

All these changes created barriers to participation. In sum, while amalgamation was diff i c u l t
for every department of the City, for Parks and Recreation, whose basic mission had been
inclusion of the whole river of humanity flowing into the city, it caused major upheav a l .

HARD PRESSED ASS E T S :
A State of Ill Repair
The first thing we did in preparation for this Strategic Plan was to start a value audit of o u r
amalgamated facilities. It turns out they’re worth a fortune, almost as much as the whole
C i t y’s annual budget—over $6 billion.5 0 M a ny programs, venues and services provide the City
a stream of revenue. In fact, many earned more than they cost, and contributed $70 million to
Parks and Recreation’s bottom line, more than 30 per cent of our total annual budget.51 

But all these assets also create a problem. We have to maintain them. The industry norm for
maintaining physical assets is an expe  nditure of about two per cent of insured value each year
to keep a state of good repair. In 2003, Parks and Recreation’s state of good repair expenditures
were $17 million, leaving a $103 million gap between our reality and the gold standa r d. We
h ave completed our audit for state of good repair for community centres, indoor and outdoor
pools, arenas, field houses, washrooms, clubhouses, yard buildings, tennis courts and sports
pads and parking lots. Our backlog to bring these facilities up to standard is $201,1 9 3 ,295. 
We need to spend $40 million a year for the next 10 years just to catch up.

We still have to survey sea walls and ferry docks, water fountains and monuments in parks,
underground services and utilities, irrigation systems and the horticulture and amenities in
our parks. A survey of the actual state of all these facilities is not yet complete. We estimate it
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will cost at least another $200 million to bring these assets to a state of good repair. But we
must also consider how much it will cost to bring old facilities in line with smart building and
e n e r gy conservation requirements and to introduce proper waste diversion. 

Failure to maintain $6 billion worth of hard assets is as wasteful as letting our green assets, 
worth about the same amount, decline to ruin. 

R E C O M M E N DAT I O N S:
21. Implement the Facility Renewal Program (a component of the Facilities Master Plan
and Pool Provision Strategy) which should increase the capital maintenance budget by at
least $40 million a year, or one per cent o f insured value, for 10 years. 

2 2 . Implement preventative maintenance to ensure our centres are clean, welcoming and
comfortable again. Our buildings are showing their age.

2 3 . Advance the goals of the Environmental Plan by implementing conservation and
waste diversion in our buildings.

I N H O S P I TABLE TO AT H L E T E S
I n s u fficient maintenance of old structures is only half the problem: we have not kept pace 
with demand for new ones, either. Athletes range in their achievements from toddlers taking
their first steps, to promising amateurs, to Olympians. Our common grounds should off e r
opportunities for everyone, no matter what their level of achievement. Parks and Recreation
has played a large role in the playground-to-podium continuum of sport. In the past, we
a l w ays managed to provide sport opportun ities for everyone, no matter what their dream. But
in the last few years, we’ve lost a lot of ground right across the whole spectrum of sport. 

Toronto is the largest city in the country, and the wealthiest. Our economy produces 20 per
cent of Ontario’s GDP. 5 2 More than 89 per cent of Toronto’s children under 12 say they prefer
swimming to any other form of a c t i v i t y. Youth aged 13 to 24 (the same youth we’re trying to lure
back to physical activity) place s w i m m i n g at number three on their preferred list. Yet To r o n t o
has only one public, competitive 50 metre pool. We have only one indoor diving tower.
Skateboard parks have been the coolest thing in male youth recreation for a decade—yet we
have only four. BMX, a special kind of bike track, is the latest thing. We have only one BMX
park. And what about women? We have worked hard to break down gender barriers: many
more girls now play ice hockey, but we haven’t built a new arena in 20 years. There is no prime
ice time available in the c i t y. We can’t pull youth into our programs if we don’t offer them facil-
ities they want to u s e . And we are inhospitable to top athletes, the kind of people we want to
train, and hold on to. 

In the last 15 years Toronto has tried repeatedly to propel itself onto the world sports stage.
We bid for the Olympics twice, and lost. We’ve tried and usually failed to attract world cham-
pionship sports competitions (although we did manage to host one indoor track and field and one
men’s basketball championship). We haven’t hosted many national or provincial championships
e i t h e r. We don’t have the infrastructure to support them. That means Toronto’s top athletes
have to leave home to rise to the top of their sport and the city misses big tourism opportunities
which could generate millions in economic activity. Similarly, major sporting events are held
around the world for athletes with a disability : but we have limited facilities for training these
athletes and for displaying their skills. When the best Canadian athletes perform well for their
c o u n t ry, it motivates children and youth to get involved in sport. But if we can’t keep our top
athletes at home, if we can’t bring their peers here from around the world, we fail to nourish
their dreams.

50  METRE PO OL 
DIVIN G TOWE R, 
E TOBICO KE 
O LYMPIUM, 200 4.
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By comparison, our competitors have not been shy about spending on the future. Montreal has
six diving towers. Melbourne, Australia, which will host the 2006 Commonwealth Games, has
already built everything they need, including five stadiums, two of which have retractable roofs,
one of which holds 103,000 people. Their Aq uatics Centre has two 50 metre pools and they plan
to add another.

Melbourne offers us a lesson: if we build, the world will come. If we don’t, our best athletes will
l e ave home. Investment in new infrastructure for sports and recreation is as important as
maintaining the infrastructure we’ve already got. 

F i n a l l y, we need to focus on building the soccer fields and cricket pitches for burgeoning new
communities. Cricket is a fast growing sport in Toronto, soccer is the most popular sport in the
world, but you wouldn’t know that from counting our soccer fields and cricket pitches. Women
who play rugby, hockey and ultimate frisbee have few places to go. By 2030 there will be 500,000
more citizens clamoring for services and we have to get ready. A B OVE: CR ICKET 

AT SUNNYBR OOK 
PARK , 2 004 .

O P P O S I T E :
HA RBOUR FR ONT 
COMMUN ITY  
CENTR E, 2 004 .
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R E C O M M E N DAT I O N S :
2 4 . Prepare a Sport Strategy Framework in partnership with the Toronto Sport Council
for spring 2005 which identifies the critical role that sport can play in city building. 

The plan will: 
 Identify regional facilities and field requirement priorities to increase sport

opportunities for all participants from grass roots to elite athletes.

 Set a foundation for working with other sport and recreation agencies to 
ensure that participants have maximum opportunities to learn, participate, 
train, compete, at all stages of the playground-to-podium continuum. 

 Identify the means to increase leadership capacity in sport by providing youth
with opportunities to learn sports event management and coaching.

 Establish levels of achievement for sports instruction programs offered by Parks
and Recreation.

2 5 . Set city standards for sport delivery, permits, and recreational facilities’ equipment
and supplies offered by Parks and Recreation. 

2 6 . Place priority on sports field development.  Increase the number of sports fields by 10
per cent, including artificial turf s u r f a c e s .

2 7 . Work with Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Corporation and Parc Downsview Park
to ensure that active recreation opportunities are included in their development plans.

O UR  C OM M ON GR O UND S 5 1
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YOUTH NEED TO BELO N G
By the year 2010, demographers predict there will be 2. 76 million people in Toronto. The number
o f children under 12 will grow by a modest six per cent, but the number of youth will grow by
21 per cent in five years. Right now there are 308,400 youth in the city: in five years, there will be
370,000. These are the children of the aging baby boomers, sometimes known as the baby boom
echo, and we are failing to reach them. Youth account for only nine per cent of our registrants.
About 64 per cent of registrants are children under 12, but we can’t expect those children
enrolled now to stick with us as they get older. Our studies show a marked drop-off in all forms
o f recreational activity by youth over the age of 13, which sets the stage for falling levels of p hy s-
i c a l activity throughout the rest of adult life. The drop-off with young girls starts at age 12.5 3

We have lately seen the violence that results when youth in despair are left without programs
or hope for the future, when their energies go un-channelled. Violent crime goes up: young
men and women die or waste themselves in jail. We can’t just let these things happen—if for no
other reason than we won’t be able to afford the billions it will cost to take care of this inactive
echo. They will be prone to chronic diseases early on in life. When they become elderly, if t h e y
become elderly, they will be hobbled by fractures brought on by osteoporosis, by heart disease,
hypertension, and stroke. It’s not in the common interest to let the future take care of itself. We
h ave to turn the river of the city’s youth in a new direction. But first we have to understand
where it’s flowing.

The various task forces conducted over the last few years inquiring into the causes of y o u t h
violence in this city, point in the same directions: we need to offer youth inclusion into some-
thing larger than themselves. We need to eliminate barr iers that feel like exclusion.  We need to
o ffer welcoming alternatives to gangs, which youth sometimes join to protect themselves from
unsafe streets.

We have conducted many focus groups and community sessions w ith youth across the city and
have heard the same complaints: we don’t offer the right programs, we don’t listen, we don’t let
youth manage programs for themselves.

We believe that by making youth our priority in all aspects of Parks and Recreation’s respon-
sibilities, by calling on them to steward our parks and ravines, to help plant trees and native
species, to lead environmental education programs, by offering them opportunities to work
for the City and to acquire the kinds of skills they want, the river will turn in the right direc-
tion. We need to offer innovative, creative, and alternative types of programming which
reflect youths’ interests. We should do this with locally engaged staff who are in touch with
local youth and can design programs that respond to particular demands. We should off e r
after-school programs specifically for youth so that hard-working parents know where their
children are and what they’re doing.

Our goal: to enroll at least one half o f our youth population, about 185,000 kids, in programs,
s e rvices, volunteer opportunities or jobs over the next five years.

We are the biggest youth employer in the city, yet out of 5,000 part-time jobs we only employ
a little over one per cent of the total city’s youth. Most of our part time jobs pay $10 to $12 per
h o u r. But many require our youth to have achieved a certain level of certified skill: often they
must spend more than they can afford on certification programs in order to be hired. We can’t
fill all the high paying lifeguard jobs we have because certification is so expensive. We have to
find money to help youth defray the costs of acquiring the skills we need, so we can deliver our
programs safely. Whatever it costs to support their acquisition of skills will be cheaper than
failing to involve them in parks and recreation and the communities around them. 
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CHILDREN WITH EMOTIONAL AND LEARNING DISORDERS... ENROLLED IN MORE PROGRAMS AND 
WERE ABLE TO KEEP UP ACA D E M I CA L LY AND PHYSICA L LY AND SOCIALLY WITH CLASS M AT E S .
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W H ATEVER IT COSTS TO SUPPORT THEIR ACQUISITION OF SKILLS WILL BE 
CHEAPER THAN FAILING TO INVO LVE THEM IN PARKS AND RECREAT I O N .
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It costs $100,000 to keep one youth in jail for a year.5 4 I f we divert 70 youth from a one-year 
jail term, the community saves $7 million. With the same amount of m o n e y, we could off e r
jobs, leadership training, skills, a lifelong commitment to health, and fill the other gaps in
youth programming which currently plague our system.

R E C O M M E N DAT I O N S :
2 8 . Implement the Youth Recreation Strategy — I nvesting In Our Youth, following the
p h i l o s o p hy of by-youth-for-youth. 

Components should include:

 Increased sport opportunities across the city to increase physical activity, 
t e a mwork and skill building.

 Enhanced urban programming for youth.

 More female programming, to level the gender playing field in sport and 
recreation, including dance, female-only sports, workshops and access to ice 
time in Toronto’s rinks.

 Youth empowerment and mentorship opportunities, encouraging youth to
assume leadership roles in our community centres and community volunteer
p r o j e c t s .

2 9 . Parks and Recreation should lower its hiring age from 16 to 14 for some positions,
provided youth have completed the Leadership Training Program.

3 0 . Expand the Youth Outreach Program to reach out to new immigrants. Youth should
be hired to explain our programs to newcomers and invite them to use them.

3 1 . Ensure adequate facilities are available in communities with large populations, but
few recreational opportunities, by renting extra space specifically for youth programs.

3 2 . Provide day-time drop-in and recreation opportunities for homeless and out-of-
school youth to build their self-esteem and connection with the community.

3 3 . Ensure each centre has a least one unstructured but supervised after-school drop-in
program for youth.

3 4 . Provide physical activity opportunities and leader-in-training programs in each
district, in partnership with other agencies, for youth with a disability or special needs.

3 5 . Establish youth councils for all community centres so that youth have their say.
U LT I M ATE FRISBEE 
AT R IVERDAL E 
PAR K EA ST, 20 04.
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L I F E LONG ACTIVITY 
R E C R E ATION CAN SHAPE THE FUTURE
Recreation centres have always been gathering places—for everyone from babies to seniors.
They have used our facilities and programs to improve their fitness, meet their friends, and
escape from the harried pace of life in the city. As Toronto grows and the population changes,
our challenge will be to accommodate shifting and sometimes competing expectations. 

The greater the income and education, the higher the rates of participation in recreation and
sport. However, even well-educated immigrants are 50 per cent less active than the av e r a g e
Canadian. Immigrants are landing here at the rate of 60,000 to 80,000 per year. In 2001, the
Census found that 49.4 per cent of Toronto’s population was born outside of C a n a da, 21 per cent
had arrived within the last 10 years, with Asia replacing Europe as the source of most new
arrivals. The 2001 Census records that 30 per cent of families with children under age 15 in
Toronto still lived on less than the Low Income Cut Off. 5 5 About 19 per cent of all families and
38 per cent of people living on their own had incomes below the Low Income Cut Off .5 6 H a l f o f
low income children live in sole-support families.5 7

To reactivate Toronto, to help newcomers develop the habit of lifelong activity, we need to get
people educated about the importance of sport and recreation, keeping in mind that poverty is
a barrier to physical activity and well-being. 

There are so many things we know about the benefits of p hysical activity and recreation. We
know it cuts the risk of death and illness from major disease throughout life and therefore
extends life.5 8 The rich, who take good care of themselves, live longer than the poor. We know
that in addition to preventing disease, vigorous physical activity and recreation is also thera-
peutic—it helps people get over surgery, depression, anger, loss and anxiety.5 9

The more we learn about the development of children, the more we realize that human brains
and human temperaments are shaped by physical activity and social interaction. It’s not just
stronger bones and muscles children are building when they’re clambering on climbing bars
and tearing across the soccer fields. They’re also learning how to lead, how to be accommoda t-
i n g, how to be part of something larger than themselves. They are building self-esteem, and
learning to view themselves as people who can do things.6 0

We know that children who study art, drama and music do 20 per cent better in math, science
and languages than those who don’t. We know children who spend a third of their day doing
physical activity in school perform better academically than those who don’t. We know children
and youth who are involved in organized sport are much less likely to be involved in deviant

TO P :
S P E CTATORS AT 
SOCCE R GA ME, 
E G L I N TON FL ATS 
SPOR TS FIEL D, 2 004 .

B OT TO M :
A  TENNIS L ESSON , 
TR INITY BE LLWO ODS 
PAR K,  200 4.



5 8 PA R K S A ND  R E CR E AT I ON  ST R AT E GI C  PLA N

BAL L H OCKEY AT 
KEW GA RDENS,  20 04.

activities, much more likely to stay involved with their communities as adults—to contribute,
to volunteer, and to have a positive impact on the society around them.61 Teenaged girls who do
competitive sports have 80 per cent fewer unwanted pregnancies, and are 90 per cent less likely
to use drugs than their inactive peers.6 2 So it follows that community support for children and
youth is one good way to shape the future.

And finally, Toronto’s population is aging. By 2010, 17 percent of us will be over 65. Studies
h ave shown that even moderate levels of activity help seniors maintain their health and sense
o f well-being. We can’t expect seniors to fit themselves in around the needs of children and
youth. Out of respect alone, we should be providing more seniors-only programs at facilities
across the city. 

R E C O M M E N DAT I O N S :
3 6 . Finalize, and seek support for the Seniors’ Recreation Strategy, with the Seniors’
Round Table. 

3 7 . Increase the number of p hysically active Torontonians—10 per cent by 2010 and 20
per cent by 2020.

3 8 . Implement the Children’s Recreation Strategy fully. 

3 9 . Increase the number of children registered in programs by 20 per cent by 2020.

4 0 . Provide new Canadians, especially those from warm climates, opportunities to
learn and play Canadian winter sports.

4 1 . Ensure all children in Toronto have the opportunity to learn to swim.

HUMAN BRAINS AND HUMAN TEMPERAMENTS 
ARE SHAPED BY PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND SOCIAL 
I N T E R ACT I O N. 
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BARRIERS 
R E C R E ATION LIFTS THE POVERTY BAR
No one knew that recreation can treat poverty’s worst side effects until McMaster University’s 
D r. Gina Browne and her colleagues finished an outcomes study in 2001.6 3 Browne and her group
followed 765 households with 1,300 children headed by single parents (mainly women) on social
assistance. In a randomized trial, most were helped by direct interventions: they were off e r e d
advice from public health nurses, job retraining and subsidized, high quality recreational day
care for their children. A control group had access to these services, but had to find them on
their own. Browne found that 15 per cent more of the parents who received active help got off
social assistance by the end of the first year of the study than those who didn’t. Browne also
zeroed in on the effects of good recreation on those children who were experiencing emotional
and learning disorders. Children with such problems who received top quality subsidized
recreational child care (as opposed to those whose parents had to seek it out and pay for it
themselves) enrolled in more programs and were able to keep up academically and phy s i c a l l y
and socially with classmates who were healthy. The increasing emotional and physical health
o f these children also rebounded on their parents who had fewer mental health complaints
than their counterparts. Parents used medication, counseling, and the food banks less often.6 4

SO, IS TIME REALLY MONEY?
Most Torontonians are not on social assistance: in fact, as the economy expanded at the turn of
the 21st century the total number of people in Toronto with low incomes fell by 15 per cent.
The average household income climbed by $10,000 between 1995 and 2000. 65 Yet only 33 per
cent of Torontonians are moderately active, almost 11 per cent below the national av e r a g e . 6 6

Fifty-six per cent are not active enough to maintain optimum health: that’s uncomfortably
close to two thirds of our whole population. Most people we surv e y e d knew that activity is good
for them, and inactivity is bad.67 So why such low rates of participation in Toronto? 

An Environics poll told us that the main factor that prevents Torontonians from being more 
active is time (51 per cent).6 8 Torontonians told us that promotion and education would hav e
much less impact on changing their behavior than having a few more hours in the day. We
were told by 34 per cent of those we surveyed that there was nothing Parks and Recreation
could do to make it easier for them to be more active.69

NO, MONEY BUYS TIME
And yet, our graphs charting patterns of use tell a different story. We think there is something 
we can do. Canadians over 15 have 5.8 hours of free time every day, averaged over a seven-day
week. Men, on average, have a half hour more free time than women. They spend more o f t h e i r
free time on leisure activity.7 0 Over 27 per cent of respondents to the May o r’s Listening to To r o n t o
sessions told us that user fees, aff o r dability and accessibility make a big difference to their use
o f City facilities. Those who need to participate in programs under our Welcome Policy (which
allows those who can’t afford to participate for free), find the application and means test process
is cumbersome. Some also find it demeaning. Our own community centre visits chart shows
that fees have had a significant negative impact on activity. Before the introduction of fees, 46
per cent of users came to our facilities once a week. In 2003 that was down to 37 per cent, while
the percentage of those who came less than once a month rose from 21 per cent to 25 per cent.
Adults over 60, who often live on fixed incomes, are our smallest group of f e e - p aying registrants.
Park visits, on the other hand, which are free, went in the opposite direction: 48 per cent of
r e s p o nd e n t s told us in 2001 that they went to a city park at least once a week. By 2003, that number
went up to 56 per cent, while the number of those who said they never use a park had gone
down from nine per cent to five per cent.7 1



Fees mean fewer can participate. Fees mean fewer will participate. Fees are a barrier to getting 
Toronto moving again.

FLEXIBLE AND NIMBLE AT WARP SPEED
Sport and recreation can be like paths in a forest—they can guide a newcomer’s way into the heart
o f a new community. But to follow a path, one has to know it’s there, and that it can be used by
everyone. And sometimes signs aren’t enough: our staff learned through years of experience
that refugees and immigrants from warm climates often arrive with preconceived ideas about
C a n a da and sport. Sport helps to define a culture. To outsiders, Canadians excel at sports inv o l v i n g
ice and snow. Our staff learned to turn this idea on its head: if doing winter sports is Canadian,
learning winter sports can turn everybody into a Canadian. 

We introduced children from warm climates to hockey: we provided the skates, the equipment,
the welcoming hand. They learned that this country, like the sport, is open to every o n e .

Newcomers also arrive with their own sports and recreation cultures, and with very diff e r e n t
beliefs about appropriate behaviour in the public sphere. It’s not just that soccer is the premier
team sport throughout Latin America and much of Europe, whereas traditional Canadian
team sports are lacrosse, basketball, football and hockey. 

Some communities also bring with them deep concerns about personal modesty, and strive
to maintain customary boundaries between men and women, boys and girls. These ideas, on
the surface, directly conflict with Parks and Recreation’s unshakeable commitment to gender
e q u i t y. But our staff h ave found ways to bridge such chasms. We met with representatives of
one religious community which felt public swimming pools could only be used by women of
their faith if they are emptied of all other users. We offered female-only swim hours, with
female lifeguards. We also covered the windows on our gyms so women who use them during
female-only hours can move freely without being seen by males. And it worked. Now we’re
working on expanding all our p r o g r a m s for women so that the value we place on equity is
better reflected by the programs we off e r.

Newcomers arrive, settle, get on their financial feet and then move on. Populations in our neigh-
bourhoods change constantly. There is a large Russian community in North York, a Somali
community in Etobicoke, each with its likes and dislikes. We need to be quick on our feet,
know our communities, and offer them what they like.

We also need to be responsive to the needs of the disadvantaged, particularly the homeless. 

Flexibility and nimbleness should be the defining characteristics of our whole system. We don’t
have the same facilities in the east, west, north and south districts of the city. Each area has
a different history, with different ideas about sport and recreation. We can’t wipe out our 
d i fferences: we have to make them work for us.
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EQUITY MEANS AC C E SS FOR ALL
The City of Toronto is committed to equity and access for all. But that wasn’t always the
case. We should never forget that until 1947, some groups were not welcome in some of
Toronto’s recreational facilities. Harry Gairey, an African Canadian, had to petition City
Council after his son, and his son’s Jewish friend, were refused admission to a skating arena
because of skin colour and religion. As a result, City Council passed a motion to end discrim-
ination. Gairey was eventually honoured for his courage and determination to demand
e q ual access and respect for everyone. The City believes groups which have suffered dis-
crimination need a special welcome at our facilities. Parks and Recreation values and
respects the inclusion of all aboriginal Canadians; other visible minorities; women; bisexu-
als, gay, lesbian and transgendered people; and people with a disability. 

We have legal obligations that we will be hard pressed to meet with regard to equity of a c c e s s
for people with a disability. The Province of Ontario proclaimed the Ontarians With Disabilities
Act in 2002, requiring all public agencies to create plans and become accessible. We have no
hard numbers on how many among us have a disability, since that is an area of v o l u n t a ry
reporting to Statistics Canada, but we believe the percentage in Toronto is high. About 40 per cent
o f Canadians over 65 have a disability. At least three per cent of our children have a disability
or a special need. Many of our older facilities have not been properly retrofitted to serve those
with a disability. Only one half o f one per cent of our registrants are people with a disability,
which is clearly unacceptable.

It’s not just that our old buildings are inappropriately designed, but that those with a disability
often need the help of caregivers. We don’t have the staff to meet present demand. In addition,
some of our policies are contradictory. It is better for environmental stewardship if o u r
s w i mming pools are maintained at a lower temperature. But it is painful and counterproduc-
tive for a person disabled by arthritis to get into a cold swimming pool.

We have a long way to go to properly serve people with a disability.

I N I T I ATE, WELCOME, COACH, CHEER 
Our Strategic Plan calls for lifelong activity because it’s what we must all do to stay healthy 
until the end. It calls for a focus on the development of children and youth because we know
they are our future and they are not sufficiently active to maintain their health. It calls for
e nvironmental stewardship because without a clean and green environment, and special attention
to growing the urban forest, the City within a Park will only be a dream. 

To bring our Strategic Plan to life, Parks and Recreation must initiate programs, welcome and
coach communities and individuals, and recognize their achievements. These are roles we are
q ualified for. Who knows better than Parks and Recreation staff what a change for the better
p hysical activity can make in the quality of peoples’ lives? Our staff loves their work because
they know it makes a diff e r e n c e .
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TOP L EFT:
N EW STRIDES SUMMER 
CAM P,  CENTENN IAL 
PAR K,  ETO BICOK E, 2 001 .

TOP RIG HT:
SWIM CL ASS AT 
G US RYDER  POOL , 
1 993 . 

R E C O M M E N DAT I O N S :
Parks and Recreation staff s h o u l d:

4 2 . Ask Council to direct Parks and Recreation to report by spring 2005 on options for
free programs for children and youth.

4 3 . Develop a capital plan by spring 2005 to retrofit facilities for use by people with
disabilities that is based on the requirements of the Ontarians With Disabilities Ac t .

44. Ensure staff at all levels reflects the diversity of all the communities we serve, 
and invest in staff training to achieve a welcoming environment for all.

4 5 . Increase capacity to improve community r ecreational development and citizen
e n g a g e m e n t .

4 6 . Promote the programs, services and benefits of recreation across the city. 
Building public awareness requires a broad eff o r t .

4 7 . Be the coach for the whole city. We need to demonstrate the value of lifelong 
a c t i v i t y through the use of our parks, trails, and community centres.

4 8 . Create a Stakeholder Engagement Plan to guide, recognize and celebrate 
v o l u n t e e r s , a d v i s o ry councils and advocates. 

4 9 . Support the May o r’s Community Safety Neighbourhood Plan through the 
i n c r e a s e d use of m u l t i - s e rvice-multi-agency program delivery methods in 
high-risk neighbourhoods.
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BENCHMARKS OR TA R G E T S

EFFICIENT OR EFFECT I V E ?
The development of children and support of the elderly is something every civilized society
must do, regardless of cost. Parks and Recreation is not a business, but we can certainly operate
in a businesslike way and be accountable for what we do.

Council has already voted to increase Parks and Recreation’s net budget by six per cent for
2 0 0 4. 7 2 But when we lay out the way our costs have grown versus the slower growth in our
revenues over the period 1999 to 2003, we are concerned about sustainability over the long term.
We are also concerned about measuring our progress by traditional business plan benchmarks.

In 2004 our net budget is:

 $ 3 4.00 per person on parks and open spaces

 $ 3 0 . 67 per person on sport and recreation

 $64.67 net per person on Parks and Recreation

In 2004 our gross budget is: 

 $ 42. 76 per person on parks and open spaces 

 $ 5 3 .22 per person on sport and recreation 

 $95.98 gross per person on Parks and Recreation

By comparison, 2004 other departmental gross budgets are: 

 Transportation: $96.54 per person 

 T TC: $369.34 per person 

 Police Services: $265 .28 per person

H IGH PAR K, 192 9.
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We can evaluate our progress by using the business efficiency benchmark model—which is all
about getting more for less. We can try to find more efficiencies in the way we do things and
earn more revenues. We can get rid of our expensive parks and boulevards and pave them over
with concrete. We can give up on the idea of enfolding the city in an urban forest. We can forget
about developing youth and maintaining the health of the young and the old.

A l t e r n a t i v e l y, we can admit that Parks and Recreation services create social goods as vital to
life as basic physical security or transportation and fund the work appropriately. 

We think a better model to evaluate our contribution is effectiveness. We should set targets and
look at what their achievement will save the larger society in terms of the social, justice and
health costs our work defrays. One study has shown that just a 10 per cent reduction in the
proportion of the population who are inactive would result in $150 million in healthcare sav i n g s
each year,73 including fewer expenditures on nervous system problems, on medications, use of
counseling and reliance on food banks.74

We know our targets.

E nvironmental Stewardship:
 Extension of our tree canopy to 30 to 40 per cent of the city.

 Satisfaction level of 80 per cent among park visitors.

 Extension of natural area stewardship from five per cent currently to 100 per cent
protected and restored.

Child and Youth Development:
 A 20 per cent increase in the number of children participating in registered programs.

 A 40 per cent increase in the number of youth participating in programs.

Lifelong Active Living:
 A 20 per cent increase in the city’s population enrolled in programs to 190,000 more

by 2020.

 A 40 per cent increase in seniors participating in programs by 2010.

 A 1,000 per cent increase in people with a disability enrolled in programs over five years.

 A 20 per cent increase in the number of Torontonians who are phy s i c a l l y active by 2020.

To be effective, our budgets must realistically reflect the size of the task in front of us. We hav e
calculated what we will need to spend on forestry, parks, horticulture, and sport and recreation
to carry out our Strategic Plan. In the context of the whole $6 billion annual City budget,
Parks and Recreation expenditures required to effect the Plan would still be less than 2.5 per
cent of the total, a small sum to achieve a great impact on quality of life. The savings in other
areas over the next 15 years would be incalculable. 



O UR  C OM M ON GR O UND S 6 7

R E C O M M E N DAT I O N S :

5 0 . Parks and Recreation budgets should be calculated with due regard to costs av o i d e d,
both now and in the future, by other departments and by other levels of government. 

5 1 . Parks and Recreation’s annual budget should relate directly to the size of the assets
m a i n t a i n e d, and the numbers of Torontonians serv e d. A measure of our success should
be that both numbers grow in lockstep with the city’s population growth.

5 2 . The City of Toronto should encourage other levels of g o v e r n m e n t to invest in parks
and recreation. 

5 3 . The City of Toronto will work with the Toronto District School Board and the
Toronto District Catholic School Board to achieve the objectives of Our Common
Grounds, especially those objectives for children and youth.

VO LUNTEE RS 
PL ANTING NATIVE  
SPECIES AT MIL NE 
H O L LOW,  200 1.
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FINANCING OUR COMMON GROUNDS

In the past, Toronto Parks and Recreation’s budget has been funded entirely by municipal tax-
p ayers. The Province of Ontario has provided some capital infrastructure support for new are-
nas, or pools. But Parks and Recreation also needs operating funds to run equitable programs,
plant trees, groom parks, manage the urban forest, design gardens, and maintain the struc-
tures we hav e .

We have made the case here that we should turn to other levels of government to support our
operating programs as well as our infrastructure needs. Our effectiveness will reduce costs to
other levels of government and other divisions of municipal government. Higher recreation
participation rates will yield reduced costs to the provincial healthcare system. Similarly, an
extension of our green canopy will reduce federal and provincial costs for env i r o n m e n t a l
stewardship. Our youth programs should reduce required budgets for provincial departments
o f justice and prisons. Our programs aimed at integration of newcomers should receive sup-
port from Citizenship and Immigration Canada .

We need to conduct more thorough analyses to demonstrate how our services intersect with
other levels of government’s responsibilities. Then the City can explain to all taxpayers how
we can protect against future costs with small investments in  parks and recreation now.

We need to partner with the private sector to leverage the funds we have. Benches, public art
and amenities in our parks and trails are opportunities for large corporations to give back to
the community. 

We need to remind generous donors that they might think of establishing a Legacy Fund to
help maintain a park donated by others.

In fact, we need to get better at asking for help. We should seek out community foundations to
support specific youth and environmental programs that might fit their interests. Our To r o n t o
Parks and Trees Fo u n dation is one such example of collaboration: its work needs to earn wider
community profile.

And we can always borrow a smart idea from our competitors. St. Louis, Missouri, for example,
asks its residents to volunteer extra help for its urban forest through their Round Up system.
Ta x p ayers may indicate on their water or tax bills whether or not their city can round up their
p ayments to the nearest dollar, proceeds to go to the provision of more trees. While To r o n t o
cannot apply this system to its water bills, it could be offered on tax bills. A Round Up system
could be used to direct funds to various areas of need within Parks and Recreation’s portfolio. 

TO P :
WOO DBINE BEACH  
P L AYGR OUND,  200 4.

B OT TO M :
M U LT I G E N E R ATIONA L 
PICNIC, TO R O N TO 
ISL AND PAR K, 2 004 .



C O N C LU S I O N S

This Strategic Plan sets out what we need to do to create a city-wide urban forest, envelop our
neighbourhoods in a connected greenscape, renew our parks and encourage all To r o n t o n i a n s
to live actively from childhood to their sunset years.

It brings together three streams: environmental stewardship, development of children and youth,
and the promotion of lifelong activity for everyone. Our 53 recommendations constitute an action
plan to turn Toronto into the City within a Park. Our targets are: to increase registration in all
our programs by 190,000 people by 2020; to increase the numbers of p hysically active youth by
40 per cent and of all Torontonians by 20 per cent by the same year; to make certain our rein-
vented parks satisfy 80 per cent of our visitors; and our tree canopy covers 30 to 40 per cent of
our entire land area.

Following this plan, Toronto Parks and Recreation will be a strong frontline department,
delivering on the promise of a high quality of life to all Toronto residents.

TH E MAPL E
L EAF FLORA L 
D I S P L AY AT 
H IGH PAR K,  200 4.
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Richard Majkot, Executive Director, City of Toronto Administrative, 

Professional Superv i s o ry Association, Inc.
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Bruno Sette, Recreationist, Local 79
Barbara Shulman, Director, Human Resources
Ly n da Ta s c h e r e a u, Sr. Corporate Management and Policy Consultant, CAO’s Off i c e
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K a t hy Wiele, Project Director, ReActivate TO !

APPENDIX II

Stakeholder Participants
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Peter D’Cruz, Toronto Field Hockey Club
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Andy Doudoumis, North York Soccer
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Scott Oakman, Greater Toronto Hockey League
Greg Piasetzki, Leaside Girls Hockey League
Karen Pitre, Toronto Sport Council
Rhona Lewis, Field Hockey Ontario and Field Hockey Canada
Ron Rock, East Scarborough Boys & Girls Club
Janet Rosenberg, Janet Rosenberg + Associates, Landscape Architects
Boris Rosolak, Seaton House, Community & Neighbourhood Services Dept.
(Pastor) Veta Saunders, Church of God of P r o p h e c y
Steven Smith, Urban Fo r e s t ry Associates
Robin Sorys, High Park Community Ad v i s o ry Council
George Whyte, Toronto Cricket Association
Sau Lin Wo n g, Milliken Ad v i s o ry Board
Sue Vail, York University—Sport Management Program
Lewis Ye a g e r, Rouge Park Alliance



A llan Gard e n s
A l l a n h u rst Pa r k
A m b rose Pa r ke t te
Ames Pa r k
Amesbury Pa r k
Amos Wa i tes Pa r k
A m ste rdam Square
A n ca ster Pa r k
A n cona Pa r k
A n e ta  Circ le  Pa r ke t te
A n ewan Gre e n b e l t
A n n i ve rsary Pa r k
Anson Pa r k
Anthony Road School Pa r k
Antibes Pa r k
A p ted Pa r k
A r l i n g ton Pa r ke t te
A rs a n d co Pa r k
Arthur  Dyson Pa r ke t te
Ashbridges Bay Pa r k
Asquith Green Pa r k
A u d relane Pa r k
Ava lon Pa r k
Avo n d a le Pa r k
B a i rd Pa r k
B a ke r ton Pa r ke t te
Balliol Pa r ke t te
B a l m o ra l Pa r k
Balmy Beach Pa r k
B a m b u rgh Pa r k
B a r kdene Pa r k
B a r lett Pa r ke t te
B a r t ley Pa r k
B a ss wood Pa r ke t te
B a t h u rst Quay
B a t h u rst Subway Pa r ke t te
B a t h u rst Wi lson Pa r ke t te
B a t tery Pa r k
B a yc re st Pa r k
B a y h a m p ton Pa r ke t te
B a y v i ew Village Pa r k
B a y v i ew -York Mil ls Pa r ke t te
Beaches Pa r k
Beaty Avenue Pa r ke t te
Beaty Pa r ke t te
Beaumonde Heights Pa r k
Beaumont Pa r ke t te
B e a ver Lightbourn Pa r ke t te
B e d fo rd Pa r ke t te
B e d fo rd - B loor Pa r ke t te
B e e c h g rove Ravine Pa r k

B e e c rof t Pa r k
Bell Manor Pa r k
Bellbury Pa r k
B e l levue Square
Belmar Pa r k
Ben Noble man Pa r k
B e n d a le Pa r k
Benjamin Boake Gre e n b e l t
Benner Pa r k
B e n n i n g ton Heights Pa r k
B e rczy Pa r k
B e re s fo rd Pa r k
Berner Tra il Pa r k
Berry Road Pa r k
Bert Robinson Pa r k
B e ssarion Pa r ke t te
B e st v i ew Pa r k
Bethune Pa r k
Betty Sutherland Tra i l
B eve r ly Gle n Pa r k
B i c k fo rd Pa r k
Bill Hancox Pa r k
B i rch Pa r k
B i rchmount Pa r k
B i rchmount Parks Shop
B i rc h v i ew Blvd Pa r ke t te
B i r kd a le Pa r k
Bishop Pa r k
B i sset Pa r k
Black Creek Pa r k l a n d
Blackfriar Pa r k
B l a n t y re Pa r k
B loor  Gladstone Public L ibra r y
B lo o r / B e d fo rd Pa r ke t te
B lo o r / P arliament Pa r ke t te
B lo o rd a le Pa r k
Blue Ridge Pa r k
B l u e h a ven Pa r k
B l u f fer's Pa r k
B ly t h d a le  Gre e n b e l t
B ly t h w ood Ravine Pa r k
Bobbie Rosenfeld Pa r k
Bogert Pa r k
Bond Pa r k
B o s well Pa r ke t te
B o tany Hi ll Pa r k
B o u l ton Dr ive Pa r ke t te
B owen Court Pa r ke t te
B oy i n g ton Pro p e r t y
B ramber  Woods Pa r k
B randon Avenue Pa r ke t te

B ratty Pa r k
B remner Blvd Plante rs
B rendwin Circ le
Briar Hill Chaplin Pa r ke t te
Briar Hill Pa r ke t te
B r i a rc re st  Pa r k
B r i d le towne Pa r k
B r i d lewood Pa r k
B r i m ley Wo o d s
B r i stol Avenue Pa r ke t te
B ro a d a c res Pa r k ( S h a ver  House)
B roadlands Pa r k
B rookbanks Pa r k
B ro o kd a le Pa r k
B rookf ield Pa r k
B rooks Road Pa r k
B ro o k well Pa r k
B r u ce Mackey Pa r ke t te
Brunswick Avenue Pa r ke t te
B r u n s w i c k / C o l lege Pa r ke t te
B u d a p e st Pa r k
Budd Sugarman Pa r k
Burnett Pa r k
Burnhamill Pa r k
B u r rows Hall Pa r k
B u t to n wood Pa r k
Byng Pa r k
Cairns Avenue Pa r ke t te
C a ledonia Pa r k
C a le d o n i a / R o g e rs Pa r ke t te
Canadian Ti re  Pa r k
C a n d le b rook Cre s cent Pa r k
C a n m o re Pa r k
C a n terbury Pl ace Pa r k
Capri Pa r k
Caribou Pa r k
Carlaw - Badgerow Pa r ke t te
Carlaw Avenue Pa r ke t te
C a r l ton Pa r k
Carr  Street Pa r ke t te
C a rs b ro o ke Pa r k
C a rs cadden Gre e n b e l t
C a rstowe Road Lands
Cartwright School Pa r k
Casa Loma Pa r ke t te
Cashman Pa r k
C a ss a n d ra  Gre e n b e l t
C a ss a n d ra  Pa r k
C a st lefield Pa r ke t te
C a s well Pa r k
C a ta raqui Pa r k

C a t h e d e ral Bluffs Pa r k
C a t h e d e ral Square  Pa r k
C a w t h ra  Square Pa r k
Cayuga Pa r k
Cecil Street Pa r ke t te
Cedar  Brook Pa r k
Cedar  Ridge Pa r k
C e d a rg rove Pa r k
C e d a r va le  Pa r k
C e n o taph Pa r k
C e n tennia l Cre e k
C e n tennia l Pa r k
C e n t re Pa r k
C h a l k farm Pa r k
Champlain Pa r ke t te
Chandos Park North
Chandos Park South
Chaplin Pa r ke t te
Chapman Va l ley Pa r k
C h a r les Bare ton Pa r k
C h a r les G.  Wil liams Pa r k
C h a r les Saur iol Conservation Are a
C h a r les Saur iol Gre e n
C h a r lo t te Maher Pa r k
C h a r lo t te town Pa r k
C h a r l ton Pa r k
Chartland Pa r k
C h a r t well Pa r k
C h a ter  Court Pa r ke t te
C h e l tenham Pa r k
C h e ster Le Pa r k
C h e ste r ton Shore s
C h e stnut Hills Pa r k
Chipping Gre e n b e l t
C h o r ley Pa r k
C h r i st ie Pits
C h u rchi ll Heights Pa r k
C l a i r lea Pa r k
C l a i r v i l le Conservation Are a
C l a n ton Pa r k
C l a re n ce Square
Clar inda Pa r k
C l a r ke Beach Pa r k
C lement Road Pa r ke t te
Clif f Lumsdon Pa r k
C l i f f wood Pa r k
C lose Avenue Pa r ke t te
C lo s e - S p r i n g h u rst Pa r ke t te
C loud Gard e n s
C love rc re st  Pa r ke t te
C love rd a le Pa r k
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C ly d e s d a le Pa r k
CN Leaside Spur  Pa r k
C o b b le Hills Pa r ke t te
Coe Hill Drive Pa r ke t te
C o leman Pa r k
C o l lege Pa r k
C o l l i n g s b ro o k
C o l l i n g wo o d
C o lonel Danforth Pa r k
C o lonel Sam Smith Pa r k
C o lonia l Pa r k
C o lony Pa r k
Columbus Pa r ke t te
C o m m i s i o n e rs Wa te r f ront Pa r k
Conacher Pa r k
C o n fe d e ration Pa r k
Conlands Pa r ke t te
Conlins Lot
Connaught Ci rc le
C o n n o r va le Pa r k
Cornell Pa r k
C o ronation Pa r k
C o r t leigh Pa r ke t te
C o r ve t te Pa r k
Cosburn Pa r k
C o t s wold Pa r k
Courthouse Square
C ox well Avenue Pa r ke t te
C ox well Pa r ke t te
C ra i g leigh Gard e n s
C ra i g ton Court
C reekside Pa r k
C re s ce n t wood Pa r k
C re st h a ven Pa r k
C rocus Pa r k
C ronin Pa r k
Cruickshank Pa r k
Cudia Pa r k
C u l len Bryant Pa r k
Cummer Pa r k
Cummer Pa r ke t te
Curtin Pa r k
Cy Townsend Pa r k
C y n t h i a / Fr i m e t te Pa r ke t te
D a le s fo rd Pa r ke t te
D a l l i n g ton Pa r k
D a l r y m p le  Pa r k
Dane Pa r ke t te
D a n forth Avenue Pa r ke t te
D a n forth Gardens Pa r k
D a n fo r t h / B i rchmount Pa r ke t te
D a venport Square
D a ventry Gard e n
David A. Balfour Pa r k
David Crombie Pa r k
David Duncan House
D a v i sv i l le Pa r k
De Gra ssi  Street Pa r ke t te
De Lisle/St.  Cl air Pa r ke t te
Dean Pa r k
Dean Park Wa l k w a y
D e a n va r
Debell Lane Pa r ke t te
Dee Avenue Pa r k l a n d
Deeks Hill Pa r k
D e l a h a ye  Pa r ke t te
Dell Pa r k
Delma Pa r k
D e lo  Pa r k
D e m p s ey Pa r k
Denfie ld Pa r k
Denison Pa r k
D e n s g rove Pa r k
D e n tonia Pa r k
D e n tonia Park Golf Cours e
D e r r y d owns Pa r k
Diana Pa r k
Dieppe Pa r k
D i x i n g ton Pa r ke t te
D i xon Pa r k
Don Lake Pa r ke t te
Don Russell Memorial Pa r k
Don Va l ley Brick Wo r k s
Don Va l ley Golf Cours e
Donalda Pa r k
Donmount Pa r k
D o n n y b rook Pa r k
D o n o ra  Pa r k
D o n wood Pa r k
D o rset Pa r k
Dougl as Gre e n b e l t
Dougl as Pa r k
D ove rcourt Pa r k
D ow n sv i ew Dells Pa r k
D ow n sv i ew Memorial Pa r ke t te
D r i f t wood Pa r k
Drumoak Road Pa r ke t te
Drumsnab Pa r k
D u b ray Pa r ke t te
D u f fer in Grove Pa r k
D u f fer in/King Pa r k
D u n cairn Pa r k
D u n can C. L ittle Pa r ke t te
D u n can Creek Pa r k
D u n can Mill Gre e n b e l t
D u n ca n woods Gre e n b e l t
Dundas Bay Pa r ke t te
Dundas Pa r ke t te
D u n d a s / S t . C l a rens Pa r ke t te
D u n d a s / Watkinson Pa r ke t te
D u n l a ce  Pa r k
D u n lop Pa r k
Dunn Avenue Pa r ke t te
D u n vegan Pa r ke t te
D u p lex Pa r ke t te
Dupont Pa r ke t te
E.  T. Seton Pa r k
Earl Bales Pa r k
E a r l s court Pa r k
E a st  Don Pa r k l a n d
E a st  Lynn Pa r k
E a st  Mall Pa r k
E a st  Point Pa r k
E a st  To ro n to  Athletic Field
E a st  View Pa r k
E a st  York Curling Club
E a st d a le  Pa r ke t te
E a st v i ew Pa r k
Echo Va l ley Pa r k
Eden Va l ley Pa r k
E d e n b rook Pa r k

Edge Pa r k
E d g e ley Pa r k
E d g ewood Pa r k
E d i n b o rough Pa r k
E d i t h va le Pa r k
E d w a rds Gard e n s
E g l i n ton Flats
E g l i n ton Gi lbert Pa r ke t te
E g l i n ton Pa r k
Eighth Street Pa r k
Elizabeth Simcoe Pa r k
Elkhorn Pa r ke t te
E l le rslie Pa r k
E l le s m e re Pa r k
Ellison Pa r k
Elm Pa r k
E l m b rook Pa r k
E l m c re st  Pa r k
Emery Parks Ya rd
E m p re ss Pa r ke t te
Empringham Pa r k
Enfie ld Pa r k
E r i n g a te Pa r k
Erwin Krickhahn Pa r k
E sther  Lorrie  Pa r k
E st h e rs Shiner Stadium -  Regional Pa r k
Etienne Brule  Pa r k
E to b i co ke  Va l ley Pa r k
Euclid Avenue Pa r ke t te
E ve rett Open Space
E ve rg reen Pa r k
Exbury Pa r k
Exhibit ion Place
Fairbank Memoria l Pa r k
Fa i rchild Pa r ke t te
Fair fiel d Pa r k
Fa i r fo rd Avenue Pa r ke t te
Fa i rg len Pa r k
Fa i r h a ven Pa r k
Fa i r m e a d ow Pa r ke t te
Fairmount Pa r k
Fa l staf f C.R.C.
Fa n fa re Pa r k
Fa r m c re st
Fa rq u h a rson Pa r k
Father Cauf ield Pa r k
Fe n n i m o re Pa r k
Fenside Pa r k
Fe r rand Drive Pa r k
Fe st i val  Pa r k
F i n c h / I s l i n g ton Pa r k
Fiona Nelson Pa r ke t te
F i rg rove Pa r k
F i rst  Canadian Place Public Pa r k
F i r va l ley Wo o d s
F l a g staff Pa r k
F lemingdon Pa r k
F le m i n g ton Pa r k
Flindon Pa r k
F lo ra Vo i s ey Pa r k
F lo re n ce Gel l Pa r k
Fo re st Hill Road Pa r k
Fo r t y - T h i rd Street Pa r k
Fo u n tainhead Pa r k
Four Oaks Gate  Pa r k
Fourth Street Pa r ke t te
Frank Sto l lery Pa r ke t te
Fra n kel/Lambert Pa r k
Franklin Pa r k
Fra s e r wood Pa r k
Fro n t / Parl iament Pa r k
Fro st Pa r k
Fundy Bay Pa r k
Fu t u ra Pa r ke t te
G. Ross Lord Pa r k
G a f f n ey Pa r k
G a l loway Road Pa r k
G a m b le  Pa r k
G a rden Avenue Pa r ke t te
Garland Pa r k
Garnier Pa r k
Garr ison Common
Garr ison Creek Pa r k
G a r t h d a le Pa r ke t te
G a teway Gre e n b e l t
Geary Avenue Pa r ke t te
G e o rge Ben Pa r k
G e o rge Chater Pa r ke t te
G e o rge Hislo p Pa r k
G e o rge Milbrandt Pa r ke t te
G e o rge Syme Community Play Pa r k
G e o rge We b ster Pa r k
G e r ra rd/Carlaw Pa r ke t te
Gibson Pa r k
Gideon Pa r k
Gihon Spring Pa r k
Giltspur Pa r k
G i ovanni Caboto Pa r k
G i ve n d a le Garden Plo t s
G l a d h u rst Pa r k
G l a m o rgan Pa r k
G l a s g ow Pa r ke t te
G lebe Manor  Square
G ledhil l Pa r k
G len Agar Pa r k
G len Cedar Pa r k
G len Edyth Drive  Pa r ke t te
G len Long Pa r k
G len Long Pa r ke t te
G len Pa r k
G len Park Pa r ke t te
G len Ravine Pa r k
G len Rouge Campgro u n d
G len Sheppard Pa r k
G len Stewart Pa r k
G lendon Fo re st
G le n d o ra Pa r k
G le n l a ke  Square
G lenn Gould Pa r k
G le n v i ew Pa r ke t te
G o d stone Pa r k
Goldhawk Pa r k
Golf Club Pa r ke t te
G o rd & Irene Risk Pa r k
Goulding Pa r k
G ra ce - College Pa r ke t te
G ra ce d a le Pa r k
G ra cefie ld Pa r k
G ra f ton Avenue Pa r k
G raham Pa r k
G rand Avenue Pa r k

G ra n d r avine Pa r k
G range Pa r k
G ra t tan Pa r k
G raydon Hall Pa r k
G ra y w ood Pa r k
G reen Hi lls Pa r k
G reen Meadows Pa r k
G reenbelt  Pa r k
G re e n b rae Pa r ke t te
G reenfie ld Pa r k
G re e n f i e l d / L o n g m o re Lands
G re e n va le  Pa r k
G re e n wood Pa r k
G rey Abbey Pa r k
G rey Pa r ke t te
G rey sto n e
G rey ton Site
G u i l d wood Park 
G u i l d wood Vi llage Pa r k
G u l l i ver Pa r k
G u stav Pa r ke t te
G we n d o len Pa r k
H a b i tant Pa r k
Hague Pa r k
Haimer Pa r k
Hal bert Park 
H a m p s h i re Heights Pa r k
H a n ey Pa r k
H a n over Pa r k
H a r b o rd Pa r k
Harbour Square Park Lands
H a rding Pa r k
H a r l a n d a le Pa r ke t te
H a rold Town Pa r k
Harrison Pa r k
Harrison Pro p e r t i e s
H a r r ye t ta  Gard e n s
Hartfiel d Court Pa r ke t te
H a r ve st  Moon
H a r wood Pa r k
H a ve n b rook Pa r k
H a ve n d a le  Pa r k
H a ve rson Pa r k
H a w kesbury Pa r k
H e a ley Willan Pa r k
H e a rst C irc le Pa r ke t te
H e a r t h stone Va l ley Gre e n b e l t
Heather Heights Wo o d s
H e a t h e rc re st  Pa r k
H e a t h row Pa r k
Hendon Pa r k
H e n r i e t ta
H e ron Pa r k
H i c korynut Pa r ke t te
Hidden Trai l Pa r k
Hideaway Pa r k
High Level Pumping Sta t i o n / Pa r k
High Pa r k
Highfield Pa r k
Highland Creek Communi ty Pa r k
Highland Creek Pa r ke t te
Highland Heights Pa r k
H i g h v i ew Pa r k
H i l lc re st  Pa r k
H i l l d ow n t ree Pa r ke t te
H i l l h u rst Pa r ke t te
H i l l i n g d o n / Wo o d row Pa r ke t te
Hillmount Pa r ke t te
H i l l s b o rough Pa r k
H i l l s d a le Avenue Pa r ke t te
Hillside Pa r k
Hobart Pa r k
H o l ley Pa r k
Hollis / Kalmar  Pa r k
Home Smith Pa r k
H o p t ree Pa r k
H o rs e ley Hill Pa r k
H o rsham Pa r ke t te
H o r ton Pa r k
H ow a rd Talbot Pa r k
Hullmar  Pa r k
Humber Arbore t u m
Humber Bay Park East
Humber Bay Park We st
Humber Bay Promenade Pa r k
Humber Bay Shore s
Humber Bay Shores Local Pa r k
Humber Gate  Pa r k
Humber Mars h e s
Humber Va l ley Pa r k
Humberline Pa r k
H u m b e r town Pa r k
H u m b e r v i ew Pa r k
H u m b e r wood Pa r k
H u m ewood Pa r k
H u m m i n g b i rd Pa r k
H u n te rs Gle n
Huntsmill Pa r k
Hupfield Pa r k
H u ron -  Wa s h i n g ton Pa r ke t te
Indian Line Pa r k
Indian Va l ley Cre s ce n t
I n g lewood Heights Pa r k
Inukshuk Pa r k
I o n v i ew
I rene Avenue Pa r ke t te
Irving W. Chapley Pa r k
Isabella Valancy Cra w fo rd Pa r k
I s l i n g ton Heights Pa r k
I s l i n g ton Pa r k
I van Fo re st  Gard e n s
J.A. Leslie
J . T.  Wa t s o n
Jack Goodlad Pa r k
James Canning Gard e n s
James Gard e n s
Jane St & St.  Cla ir Av - N/E Corner  Lot
J a n e / Woolner  Garden Plo t s
Janellan Pa r k
Jean Sibelius Square
J e n n i fer Kateryna Kova l ' S ' Kyj  Pa r k
J e sse Ketchum Pa r k
Jimmie Simpson Pa r k
Joel Swirsky Pa r ke t te
Joel Weeks Pa r ke t te
John Chang Neighbourhood Pa r k
John St Pa r ke t te
John Tabor Park 
Jonathan Ashbridge Pa r k
Joseph Burr  Ty r rell Pa r k
Joseph Sheard Pa r ke t te

Joseph Workman Pa r k
Joshua Cronkwright Pa r ke t te
J oyce Pa r k
Kay Gartner Beltline Pa r k
Kay Pa r k
K e e le / M u lock Pa r ke t te
K e e le s d a le North Pa r k
K e e le s d a le South Pa r k
Kelsonia Pa r ke t te
K e m fo rd Pa r ke t te
K e n n a rd Pa r ke t te
Kennedy Road Pa r ke t te
K e n n e d y / L a w re n ce Pa r ke t te
K e n n e d y / M a rgdon Pa r ke t te
Kenneth Pa r k
Kenway Pa r k
K e n worthy Pa r k
K ew Gard e n s
Kildonan Pa r k
King Georg e s / K e e le Pa r ke t te
King's Mill Pa r k
K i n g sv i ew Pa r k
K i n s d a le  Pa r k
K i r kdene Pa r k
K i r k wood Pa r k
K i tchener  Pa r k
Kiwanis Pa r ke t te
Knights of Columbus Pa r k
Knob Hill Pa r k
Knott Pa r k
K n o t wood Pa r k
L.M. Montgomery Pa r k
Laburnham Pa r k
L a ke Cre s cent Pa r k
L a ke Cre s cent Road End Pa r ke t te
L a ke s h o re  Bouleva rd Pa r k l a n d s
L a ke s h o re  Vi llage Pa r k
L a kev i ew Avenue Pa r ke t te
L a m b ton Pa r k
L a m b ton Wo o d s
L a m b ton-Kingsway Pa r k
L ' A m o reaux North 
L ' A m o reaux South Pa r k
L a n g d a le Court Gre e n b e l t
L a n g fo rd Pa r ke t te
Langholm Pa r k
L a n ya rd Pa r k
L a redo Pa r k
L a rose Pa r k
L a r rat Pa r k
Larry Sef ton Pa r k
Laughl in Pa r k
L a u ra Hill Pa r k
L a u rentide Pa r k
L a very Trai l Pa r k
L a w re n ce Wa l k w a y
L a w ton Pa r ke t te
Leaside Gardens Pro p e r t y
Leaside Pa r k
L e a ve n worth Pa r ke t te
Ledbury Pa r k
Lee Centre Pa r k
L e n fo rd Pa r k
L e o n a rd Linton Pa r k
L e s con Pa r k
Leslie Grove Pa r k
Leslie Pa r k
L e ss a rd Pa r k
Liberty Square Pa r k
Li llian H. Smith
Li llian Pa r k
L i n d y lou Pa r k
L i n k wood Lane Pa r k
L i n k wood Lane Pa r ke t te
Linus Pa r k
Lionel Conacher Pa r k
Lions Gate Pa r k
L i ssom Pa r k
L i t t le Norway Pa r k
L i t t le Trini ty Church Lands
L i t t les Pa r k
L i v i n g ston Pa r k
L i v i n g ston Road Pa r k
L loyd Manor Pa r k
L o c h leven Pa r k
Logan Avenue Pa r ke t te
Long Branch Pa r k
L o n g m o re Pa r k
L o n g wood Pa r k
L o rd Roberts Wo o d s
L o rd Seaton Pa r k
L o redo Pa r k
L o r i n g / W y le  Pa r ke t te
L o r ra in Dr ive  Pa r k
L ove Cre s cent Pa r ke t te
L ower  Don Pa r k l a n d s
L ower  Highland Cre e k
Lucy Maud Montgomery Pa r k
L u sted Pa r k
Lynedock Pa r k
Lynmont Pa r k
Ly n n d a le Pa r ke t te
Ly n n g a te Pa r k
Ly t ton Pa r k
Mac Pherson Avenue Pa r ke t te
M a c g regor Pa r k
Macklin Hancock Pa r ke t te
Madela ine Pa r k
M a g wood Pa r k
Maher Circ le
M a i d a va le  Pa r k
Main Sewage Treatment Plant Pa r k
Main Street Pa r ke t te
Mallaby Pa r k
M a l lory Gre e n
M a l low Pa r k
M a l ta Pa r k
M a lvern Pa r k
M a lvern Wo o d s
M a n c h e ster Pa r k
M a n h a t tan Pa r k
Manse Road Park We st
M a p le Leaf Fo rever Pa r k
M a p le Leaf Pa r k
M a r b le Hill
M a rg a ret Fa i r ley Pa r k
Maria Street Pa r ke t te
Marian Engel Pa r k
Marie Curtis Pa r k
M a r i lyn Bell Pa r k
M a r ket Lane
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M a r l b o rough Pa r ke t te
M a r t i n g rove Gardens Pa r k
Maryland Pa r k
M a r y va le  Pa r k
Masaryk Pa r k
Mason Road Pa r k
M a ss ey Harris Pa r k
M a ss ey g rove Pa r k
Matt Cohen Pa r k
Maughan Cre s cent Pa r ke t te
M a u reen Pa r ke t te
M a xome Pa r k
Mc Cormick Pa r k
Mc Kee Pa r ke t te
M ca l l i ster Pa r k
M cca u l / O rd e
M cc leary Pa r k
M ccowan Pa r k
M cdairmid Woods Pa r k
Mcgi ll Pa r ke t te
M c g i l l - G ranby Pa r ke t te
M c g regor Pa r k
M c kenzie Pa r ke t te
M c levin Communi ty Pa r k
M c levin Woods Pa r k
McNab and Balca r ra Pa r k
M c n i coll Pa r k
Megan Pa r k
Mel Lastman Square
Melbourne Avenue Pa r ke t te
M e lody Pa r k
Memoria l Pa r k
Memoria l Pa r k
Merril Pa r k
Merrill  Bridge Road Pa r k
M e t ro Arc h i ves Pa r k
M e t ro Hall
Michael Power Site
M i d va le Pa r ke t te
M i d we st Pa r k
M i ke  Bela  Pa r k
M i les Road Pa r ke t te
M i l i tary Trail Pa r k
Mill Va l ley Pa r k
M i l l i ken Pa r k
M i l l stone Pa r ke t te
M i l lwood Pa r k
Milne Hollo w
Milner Pa r ke t te
M i m i co Memoria l Pa r k
M i sty Hills Pa r k
M i tchell Field Pa r k
Moatfiel d Farm Pa r k
M o ccasin Trail Pa r k
M o n a rch Pa r k
Mondeo Pa r k
M o n tague Pa r ke t te
M o n tclair  Avenue Pa r ke t te
M o o re Pa r k
M o o reva le  Pa r k
M o reau Trai l Pa r k
Morningside Pa r k
Morrish Pa r k
M o ss Pa r k
M o ss g rove Pa r k
Mount Ple asant Pa r ke t te
Mount Royal Pa r ke t te
Mourning Dove Pa r k
Muir  Pa r k
Muirhead Pa r k
Muir lands Pa r k
Municipal Pa r k
Murison Pa r k
Nairn Pa r k
N a ta l Pa r k
Neil Mc Lel lan Pa r k
Neilson Pa r k
Nesbi tt  Pa r k
N ew Leslie Pa r k
N ew g a te  Pa r ke t te
N ew ton Pa r ke t te
N ew to n b rook Pa r k
N i col Mac Nicol Pa r ke t te
N i g h t star Pa r k
N o b le  Pa r k
Norf inch Sports F ields
Norman Jewison Pa r k
Norr is Cre s cent Pa r k
N o rseman Heights Pa r k
North Agincourt Pa r k
North Bendale Pa r k
North Bridlewood Pa r k
North Humber Pa r k
North Kipling Pa r k
North Mimico Va l ley Pa r k
North Pa r k
North York Rose Gard e n
Northern Linear Pa r k
N o r t h town Pa r k
N o r t h wood Pa r k
N o r wood Pa r k
Oak Street Pa r k
O a kc re st Pa r ke t te
O a kd a le Pa r k
Oakridge Pa r k
Old Fo re st Hill Pa r ke t te
Old Orc h a rd Pa r k
Old Sheppard Pa r k
Old Yonge Pa r ke t te
O l i ve Pa r k
O lympia  Pa r k
O n tario  Street Pa r ke t te
O rc h a rd Pa r k
O r i o le Pa r k
Ormskirk Pa r k
O'Shea Wa l k w a y
Ourland Pa r k
O wen Pa r k
Pa l a ce  Pier Pa r k
Pa n o rama Pa r k
Pantry Pa r k
Park Lawn Pa r k
Park Lithuania
Pa r k v i ew Gardens Pa r ke t te
Pa r k v i ew Pa r k
Parkway Fo re st Pa r k
Parliament Square
Parma Pa r k
Pe a ren Pa r k

Pellatt  Pa r ke t te
Pelmo Pa r k
Pe m b e r ton Pa r ke t te
Perth Avenue Pa r ke t te
Perth Square Pa r k
Pe ter  Secor  Pa r k
Phin Avenue Pa r ke t te
Pine Point Pa r k
Pinery Trail Pa r k
P i n e t ree Pa r k
P i n eway Pa r k
P i n to Pa r k
P l a y ter  Gard e n s
P le a s a n t v i ew Pa r k
P low s h a re Pa r k
P l u n kett  Pa r k
Point Rouge Trail Pa r k
Poplar  Pa r k
Poplar  Plains Pa r ke t te
Port Royal Pa r k
Port Union Village Common Pa r k
Po r tage Gardens Pa r k
P rarie Drive Pa r k
P re s cott  Pa r ke t te
P r i m rose Avenue Pa r ke t te
Primula Pa r ke t te
P r i n ce Charle s Pa r k
P r i n ce Of Wa les Pa r k
P r i n ce ss Anne Pa r k
P r i n ce ss Marg a ret Pa r k
P r i n ce ss Pa r k
P r i n ce ss Street Pa r k
Queens Pa r k
Queensland Pa r k
Queensway Pa r k
R . V.  Burg e ss Park 
R a i n b ow Pa r k
Rajah Pa r k
R a leigh Pa r k
Rambert Cre s cent Pa r ke t te
Ramsden Pa r k
R a n c h d a le Pa r k
Ranee Pa r k
R a ve n s c re st  Pa r k
Ravina Gard e n s
R a y m o re Pa r k
R a y m o re Park/Canadian Ukrainian Mem.
Rean Pa r k
Redbank Gre e n b e l t
R e d g ra ve  Pa r k
Redpath Avenue Pa r ke t te
Rees St Pa r k
Regent Pa r k
Regent Park North
Regent Park South
Regents Pa r k
Reid Manor  Pa r k
Rennie  Pa r k
R ex d a le Pa r k
R ex l i n g ton Pa r k
R i ca rdo Pa r ke t te
Richmond Pa r k
R i c h v i ew Pa r k
Ridge Pa r k
R i d g ewood Pa r ke t te
R i p p le ton Pa r k
R i tchie  Avenue Pa r ke t te
R i ve rd a le Park East
R i ve rd a le Park We st
R i ve r lea Pa r k
R i ve rside Dr ive  Pa r ke t te
Robert Hicks Pa r k
R o c k fo rd Pa r k
Roding Pa r k
Roots Ci rc le  Pa r k
Rosa Spencer  Clarke Pa r ke t te
Rosebank Pa r k
R o s e d a le Pa r k
Rosemary Pa r ke t te
Rosemount Gardens Pa r ke t te
Rosemount Pa r k
Roseneath Pa r k
Rosethorn Pa r k
R o s e t ta  McClain Gard e n s
R o s eva l ley
R o s eva l ley Pa r k
R o tary Pa r k
Rouge Beach Pa r k
Rouge Community Pa r k
Rouge Neighbourhood Pa r k
Rouge Va l ley Pa r k
Roundhouse Pa r k
R owatson Pa r k
R owena Pa r k
R ow n t ree Mills Pa r k
R ox b o rough Pa r ke t te
R ox ton Road Pa r ke t te
R oya lc re st Pa r k
R oyc roft  Park Lands
R oy wood Pa r k
R u d d i n g ton Pa r k
R u n n eymede Lands
Runn ymede Pa r k
R u ssell Hill Pa r ke t te
R u stic Pa r k
R ye rson Community Pa r k
S.A.D.R.A.  Pa r k
S a d d le t ree Pa r k
S a d ler  Pa r ke t te
S a lem Pa r ke t te
Sand Beach Road Pa r ke t te
S a n d over Pa r k
S a n d own Pa r k
S a n d ra/St.  Clai r Pa r ke t te
Sandy Bruce Pa r k
S a n wood Pa r k
S a u l ter Street Pa r ke t te
S a u n d e rs Cre s cent Pa r ke t te
S a w ley Banstock Gre e n b e l t
S ca r b o rough Heights Pa r k
S ca r b o rough Village Pa r k
S ca rden Pa r k
S ca r lett  Heights Pa r k
S ca r lett  Mills Pa r k
S cotia Pa r ke t te
S c u l p t u re Gard e n
Seasons Pa r k
S e a ton Pa r k
S e cor  Memorial Pa r k

S e e ley Gre e n b e l t
S e n e ca Hill Pa r k
S e n e ca Village Pa r k
Sentinel Pa r k
S e rena Gundy Pa r k
S even Oaks Pa r k
S evern Creek Pa r k
S ev i l le Pa r ke t te
Shallmar  Pa r ke t te
Shawnee Pa r k
S h e p p a rd E.  Pa r k
S h e p p a rd Square  Pa r ke t te
S h e p ton Way Pa r k
S h e r wood Pa r k
S h o reham Pa r k
S i lver  Creek Park 
S i lverhill Pa r k
S i lve rstone Pa r k
S i lve r v i ew Pa r k
S i lvia  Collela  Pa r k
S i m coe Pa r k
Sir Adam Beck Pa r k
Sir Casimir  Gzowski Pa r k
Sir Winston Churchi ll Pa r k
S i s ken Pa r k
S keens Lane Pa r ke t te
Skymark Pa r k
Smithf ield Pa r k
S m i t h wood Pa r k
Smythe Pa r k
Snider Pa r ke t te
S n owe l len Pa r ke t te
S n owhill Pa r k
S o n ya's Pa r k
S o ra u ren Avenue Pa r k
South Humber Pa r k
South Kingsway Pa r ke t te
South Marine Drive  Pa r k
Southern Linear Pa r k
S o u t h well Pa r k
Spadina Pa r k
Spadina Road Pa r k
S p e n ce r / C owan Pa r ke t te
S p e n va l ley Pa r k
S p i n n ey Gre e n b e l t
Spr ing Garden Pa r k
Spr ing Garden Pa r ke t te
S p r i n g h u rst Pa r ke t te
St.  Philips Road Pa r ke t te
St.  Stevens Court Pa r ke t te
St.  Alban's Square
St.  Andrews Pa r k
St.  Cla ir Gard e n s
St.  Cle m e n t s / Yonge Pa r ke t te
St.  Hi lda 's Pa r ke t te
St.  James Pa r k
St.  James Town We st Pa r k
St.  Lucie Pa r k
St.  Marg a rets Pa r ke t te
St.  Mary Street Pa r ke t te
St.  Patricks Square
St.  Simon's Church Gro u n d s
S tadium Road Pa r k
S ta f fo rd Pa r k
S taines Pa r k
S ta m fo rd Pa r k
S tan Wa d low Pa r k
S ta n ley Avenue Pa r k
S ta n ley Pa r k
S tephen Leacock Pa r k
S tephenson Pa r k
S tew art A. Mcgregor Pa r ke t te
S tonehouse Pa r k
S t ra t fo rd Pa r k
S t rathburn Pa r k
Stuart Gre e n b e l t
S u m a c h / S h u ter Pa r ke t te
S u m m e r lea  Pa r k
Sunfie ld Pa r k
S u n n y b rook Pa r k
S u n n y b rook Pa r ke t te
S u n n y d a le Acres Pa r k
Sunnydene Pa r k
S u n n y lea  Pa r k
Sunnyside Pa r k
Superior Pa r k
Susan Tibaldi Pa r ke t te
Suydam Pa r k
S we e n ey Pa r k
S y lvan Pa r k / G a tes Gully
Symes / Viella  Pa r ke t te
Tabor Hill Pa r k
Ta d d le Creek Pa r k
Ta l a ra  Pa r k
Tall Pines Pa r k
Ta lwood Pa r k
Tam O'Shanter Pa r k
Tamarisk Pa r k
Ta y lor Creek Pa r k
Te l fer  Pa r k
Te r ra v i ew Pa r k
Terry Fox Pa r k
T h a c ke ray Pa r k
The Elms Pa r k
The Gore
The Mission Ground Pa r ke t te
Thirty-Eighth Street Pa r k
T h i st le town Pa r k
Thompson Street Pa r ke t te
Thomson Memorial Pa r k
T h o rogood Gard e n s
T h ree Va l leys Pa r k
T i c h e ster Pa r k
Tillplain Pa r k
Timberbank Pa r k
T i ve r ton Avenue Pa r ke t te
To d m o rden Mills
Tom Rile y Pa r k
Tommy Thompson Pa r k
Topclif f Pa r k
Topham Park 
To ro n to Island Pa r k
To ro n to Music Gard e n
To ro n to Wa te r f ront Pa r k
To t tenham Pa r ke t te
To u raine Pa r ke t te
Tournament Pa r k
Tra ce Manes Pa r k
Tra y m o re  Pa r k

Tre t h ewey Pa r k
Treve r to n
Trimbee Pa r k
Trinity Bellwoods Pa r k
Trinity Square
Tr i p le Crown Pa r k
Tr u d e l le  Pa r k
Turnberry North Pa r k
Turnberry South Pa r k
Turpin Avenue Pa r k
Twelfth Street Road End
Twenty Eighth Street Pa r k
Twenty F ifth Street Pa r k
Twenty Third Street Pa r k
Underhill  Pa r k
Union Station Pa r ke t te
U p wood Gre e n b e l t
Va le c re st  Pa r k
Va l leyf ield Pa r k
Van Horne Pa r k
Varna Pa r k
Vermont Square
Ve robeach Pa r ke t te
Ve sta Pa r ke t te
V i c toria Memorial  Pa r k
Viella /  Ta r ragona Pa r ke t te
V i ewmount Pa r k
Vill age Of Yo r k v i l le Pa r k
Vill aways Pa r k
Vra d e n b u rg Pa r k
Vyner  Gre e n b e l t
Wa d s worth Pa r k
Wa l l a ce  C.  Swanek Pa r k
Wa l l a ce / E m e rson Pa r k
Walmer Road Pa r ke t te
Wa l ter Saunders Memorial Pa r k
Wa n i ta  Pa r k
Wa n le ss Pa r k
Wa rden Pa r k
Warner  Pa r k
Wa r render  Pa r k
Wayne Pa r ke t te
We d g ewood Pa r k
We d g ewood Pa r k
We l le s ley Pa r k
We l le s worth Pa r k
Wells Hill Pa r k
We m b ley Pa r ke t te
We n d e r ly Pa r k
We st Deane Pa r k
We st Hill Pa r k
We st Humber Pa r k l a n d
We st Lodge Pa r k
We st Mall Pa r k
We st Rouge Pa r k
We st g rove Pa r k
We st l a ke  Pa r k
We st m o reland Avenue Pa r ke t te
We stmount Pa r k
We ston / Gunns Pa r k
We ston L ions Pa r k
We ston Village Pa r k
We ston Village Pa r ke t te
We ston Wood Pa r k
We st v i ew Gre e n b e l t
We stway Pa r k
We st wood Pa r k
S taines Pa r ke t te
Wex fo rd Hydro
Wex fo rd Pa r k
Wharnsby Pa r k
W h i te Birch Road Island
W h i te Haven Pa r k
W h i tehal l Pa r ke t te
Whitfie ld Pa r ke t te
Whitlam Wa re h o u s e
W h i t n ey Pa r k
Wickson Trail Pa r k
W i d d i combe Hill  Pa r k
W i g m o re Pa r k
W i l ket Creek Pa r k
W i l l a rd Gardens Pa r ke t te
W i l lesden Pa r k
W i l low d a le Pa r k
W i l lowf ield Gardens Pa r k
W i l lowr idge Pa r k
Wilson Heights Pa r ke t te
Wilson Heights Pa r k
W i m b le ton Rd N. Pa r ke t te
W i m b le ton Rd S. Pa r ke t te
W i n c h e ster Pa r k
W i n cott Pa r k
W i n d e r m e re Avenue Pa r ke t te
Windfie lds Pa r k
W i n d wood Pa r k
Wishing Well Park 
Wishing Well Wo o d s
W i t h row Pa r k
Woburn Pa r k
Woburn Pa r k
Wood Grove Pa r k
Woodbine Beach Pa r k
Woodbine Pa r k
Wo o d b o rough Pa r k
Woodcli ff Gre e n b e l t
Wo o d fo rd Pa r k
Woodland Pa r k
Wo o d row Pa r k
Wo o d s worth Gre e n b e l t
Wo o d s worth Pa r k
Wo o d s worth Pa r ke t te
Wo o le n s co te  Pa r k
Woolner  Pa r k
W yc h wood Pa r ke t te
Yonge / Sco l l a rd Pa r k
Yonge Bouleva rd Pa r ke t te
Yonge Theatre Block Pa r k
York Mi lls Gard e n s
York Mi lls Pa r k
York Mi lls Va l ley Pa r k
Yo r kd a le Pa r k
Yo r k m i n i ster  Pa r k
Yo r k woods Pa r k
Z o ov i ew Pa r k
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A dam Beck C.C.
A g i n court C.C.
Albion Pool & Health Club
A l d e r wood C.C.
Amesbury C.R.C.
A n ca ster C.C.
A n n e t te R.C.
Antibes C.C.
A p p le g rove C.C.
Armour Heights C.R.C.
Balmy Beach C.R.C.
Banbury C.C.
B a r b a ra  Frum C.C.
Beaches R.C.
B e d fo rd Park C.R.C.
Berner Trail  C.C.
B i rchmount C.C.
B i r kd a le C.C.
B lo o rd a le Communi ty School
Bob Abate C.R.C.
B roadlands C.C.
B rown C.R.C.
B u r rows Hall C.C.
Cedar  Brook C.C.
Cedar  Ridge Cre a t i ve Centre
C e n tennia l R.C.
C e n t ral Eglinton C.C.
C h a l k farm C.C.
Commander C.C.
Community Centre  55
Cummer Park C.C.
C u r ran Hall C.C.
D.  Apple ton C.C.
D o m e n i co Di luca C.R.C.
D ove rcourt Boys & Girls Club
D r i f t wood C.R.C
Earl Bales C.C.
Earl Beatty C.R.C.
E a st  Sca r b o rough Boys & Girls Club
E a st  York C.C.
E a st v i ew Neighbourhood C.C.
E d i t h va le  C.R.C.

E l le s m e re  C.C.
Elmbank C.C.
E to b i co ke  Oly m p i u m
Fairbank Memorial C.C.
Fa irmount Park C.C.
Fa l staf f C.R.C.
F lemingdon C.C.
Frankland C.R.C.
G e o rge Vanier Secondary School
G len Long C.C.
Goldhawk Park C.C.
G o rd & Irene Risk C.C.
Goulding C.C.
G ra n d ravine C.R.C.
Gus Ryder Pool And Health Club
H a r wood Hall
H e ron Park C.C.
H i l lc re st C.R.C.
H i l l top Community School
H o l lyc re st  Community School
H o ly Fa m i ly C.R.C.
Humber Sheppard C.C.
H u m b e r wood C.C.
Irving W. Chapley C.C.
I s l i n g ton Community School
Jack Goodlad C.C.
James S. Bell Community School
Jenner  Jean-Marie C.C.
Jimmie Simpson R.C.
John Booth C.R.C.
John English Communi ty School
John G. Althouse Community School
John Innes C.R.C.
Joseph J. Piccininni C.R.C.
K e e le C.R.C.
K i n g sv i ew Village Community School
L ' A m o reaux C.C.
L a w re n ce Heights C.R.C.
Ledbury C.C.
Main Square  C.R.C.
M a lvern C.C.
M a s a r y k - C owan C.R.C.

Matty Eckle r C.R.C.
M a u r i ce  Cody C.R.C.
McCormick C.R.C.
M c g regor  Park C.C.
M c levin C.C.
Memoria l Pool & Health Club
M i d - S ca r b o rough C.C.
M i l l i ken C.C.
M i tchell Field C.C.
Mount Dennis Community Hall
N ew to n b rook C.I .
N i a g a ra C.C.
N o rseman Pool & Community School
North Kipling C.C.
North To ro n to  Memorial C.C.
N o r t h wood C.R.C.
O a kd a le C.C.
Oakridge C.C.
O'Connor  C.R.C.
O r i o le  C.R.C.
Ourland C.C.
Park Lawn Community School
Pa r kd a le C.R.C.
Pelmo Park C.C.
Pine Point C.C.  & Po o l
P le a s a n t v i ew C.C.
Port Union C.C.
Ralph Thorton C.C.
Regent Park C.C.
Regent Park R.C.
Roding C.C.
Rose Avenue C.R.C.
S.H. Armst rong C.R.C.
S cadding Court C.R.C.
S ca r b o rough Centennial R.C.
S ca r b o rough Village C.C.
S e co rd C.C.
S e n e ca Village C.C.
Smithfie ld Community School
St.  Lawre n ce  C.R.C.
St.  Marcellus Communi ty School
S tan Wa d low Clubhouse

S tephen Leacock C.C.
Swansea C.R.C.
Swansea Town Hall C.C.
Tall P ines C.C.
Tam Heather Country Club
Terry Fox C.C.
The Elms Community School
T h i st le town Multi  Service  Centre
Tra ce Manes Centennial Building
Trinity C.R.C.
V i ewmount C.C.
Wa l l a ce  Emerson C.C.
We st Rouge C.C.
We st Sca r b o rough Neighbourhood C.C.
Yo r k woods Gate  C.C.  (le a s e d )
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